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TRANSLATION 


OF  THE 


RAMAYANAM  OF  BOD,HAYANAH. 


-1  HERE  are  in  Sanscrit  many  Poems  on  the  Acts  of  Ram  ah,  called  Ramayanam  ;  the  principal  of 
which  are  the  Ramayanam  of  Valmikik :  an  abbreviation  of  this  called  the  Adyatma  Ramayanam, 
said  to  have  been  related  by  'Jswarah  himself  to  'Iswari;  and  the  Ramayanam  of  B6d,hayanah,  of  which 
the  following  translation  constitutes  the  chief  part  that  now  exists. 

After  the  Rriishih  Valmikik  had  finished  his  Ramayanam,  he  paid  great  attention  to  the  polishing 
and  perfecting  of  it,  and  never  ate  until  his  disciples  had  repeated  the  whole  to  him,  that  he  might 
observe  if  any  alteration  was  required.  His  work  consists  of  twenty-four  thousand  Stanzas,  being  as 
many  thousand  as  there  are  letters  in  the  Gayatri,  the  most  Holy  text  of  the  Vedam.  One  day  he  visited  \ 
the  residence  of  another  Rriishih,  named  B6d,hayanah,  who  courteously  solicited  him  to  take  food;  he 
refused  to  do  so,  alleging  that  he  had  not  that  day  heard  the  Ramayanam  read,  and  that  he  could  not 
forego  his  established  usage.  To  obviate  this  objection  B6d,hayanah  offered  to  repeat  the  Ramayauam  ; 
he  had  sixty  thousand  disciples,  whom  he  directed  to  recite  the  work  he  had  composed,  each  reading  one 
Stanza,  so  that  it  consisted  of  sixty  thousand  Stanzas,  and  was,  therefore,  three-fifths  larger  than 
Valmikik' e.  Valmikik  still  declined  taking  food  ;  he  asserted  that  the  Poem  he  had  heard  was  filled 
\vith  falsehoods,  which  B6d,hayanah  denied  and  recriminated  on  Valmikik.  To  end  the  controversy, 
the  former  Poet  proposed,  that  they  should  each  throw  their  Poems  into  the  Ganges,  and  the  one  that 
swam  be  considered  as  true,  the  one  that  sank  as  false.  The  trial  was  made,  the  whole  of  Valmikik's 
floated  on  the  stream,  and,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  scattered  leaves,  the  whole  of  B6d,hayanah's  sank. 
Of  those  that  floated  some  few  ware  washed  to  the  shore,  and  some  were  carried  away  by  the  current: 
the  former  constitute  all  that  remains  of  the  Poem. 

Besides  the  translation  that  follows  I  have  never  seen  more  than  four  unconnected  Stanzas ;  but  the 
language  of  these  is  so  elegant,  and  the  sentiments  they  clothe  so  beautiful,  that  the  envy  of  Valmikik, 
vhich,  as  the  above  tradition  indicates,  led  to  the  destruction  of  the  Poem,  is  not  at  all  surprising. 
Judging  of  the  remains,  the  whole  must  have  formed  one  of  the  finest  Poems  that  ever  existed.  Camben, 
\vho°translated  the  Ramayanam  into  Tamil,  and  professes  to  follow  Valmikik  is  said  to  have  taken  much 
from  B6d,hayanah,  of  whose  Poem  a  larger  portion  mast  have,  therefore,  existed  in  his  time :  about  a 
thousand  years  ago.  Many  of  the  Stanzas  that  remain  of  the  latter  are  found  literally  translated  in  the 
former,  but  I  believe  not  the  part  of  which  the  following  is  a  Version. 

I  will  insert  two  of  the  four  Stanzas,  which  I  hare  seen  of  B6d,hayanah,  with  a  literal  translation. 
The  first  is  the  reply  of  Hanuman  to  the  insulting  interrogations  of  lUvanah,  and  the  second  lh«  dying     I 
exclamation  of  the  latter,  after  he  was  mortally  wounded  by  Raman. 


2  THE    RAMAYANAM    OF    BOD,HAYAN  AH; 

While  Ramah  was  encamped  on  the  Mountain  MaJayawan,  he  despatched  many  of  the  Viinaraii, 
in  search' of  Sita.  Uanuman  alone  was  successful ';•  he  found  his  way  to-Lanca,  and  to  the  beautiful 
Garden  wherein  the  Queen  was  confined,  and,  had  not  her  scrupulous  delicacy  prevented  it,  would  have 
carried  her  off.  By  the  way,  Sita  is  represented  as  the  perfection  of  female  nature,  her  constancy,  her 
beauty,  her  delicacy,  her  wit,  and  her  knowledge  are  pre-eminent  j  and  VAlmikik  puts  into  her  mouth 
the  finest  efl'nsions  of  sentiment  and  of  love.  The  Greeks  had  but  a  contemptuous  idea  of  women  and 
throughout  the  Iliad  there  are  none  even  respectable,  but  the  tender  And/oraichS.  Hanum&n 
afterwards  slays  the  keepers  and  destroys  the  garden  of  Ravanah,  who  sends  against  him,  successively, 
five  of  his  generals,  seven  of  the  sons  of  his  Ministers,  his  son  Jambamaleh,  and  his  son  Achah,  all  of 
whom  he  kills.  At  length  the  eldest1  son  of  Ravanah1  appears,  stuns  Hanuman,  with  an  enchanted 
arrow,  and  carries  him  bound  into  the  presence  of  Rivanah — in  this  place  follows  the  first  Stanza  of. 
E6d,hayanah. 

Re2  Rfe2  V'inara  Cob.havln — Aham  arc2  » 

Twot  Siinu  hanta  hav  a — 
Diitiiham  K.hara  K.handansya  jagatam 

Codan'da  disclia  gurdh — 
Ma  dhoi  dan'da  cat.hora  tatanu.  patuh 

Cova  trieutichulah — 
Co  Me>ah— cwacha  Ravan'aughi  gan'ana 

Co'tistu  heti  yate. 

JRdvanah. — Oho  !  monkey,  who  art  thou  ? 

Hamiman. — I,  thou  wretch,  am  he  who  slew  thy  son  in  battle  ;  I  am  the  Messenger  of  the  Lord  of : 
the  Universe,  who  bears  the  bow  Codandam,  and  who  killed  the  Giant  K,harah.     To  the  resistless  stroke 
of  my  mace-like  arm,  what  is  thy   mountain  with  its  three  summits  ?     What  the  great  Meruh  itself?  ' 
Even  thou,  Ravanah,  and  millions  likethee,  would  be  in  my  hand  but  a  poor  insect. 

The  strength  of  language  in  which  the  bold  reply  of  Hanuman  is  clothed^,  the  intrepid  defiance 
it  breathes,  and  the  cutting  sarcasm  it  conveys,  are  inimitable  in  any  tongue  but  the  Sanscrit. 

The  second  Stanza  contains  the  speech  of  Ravanah  when  on  the  point  of  Death. 

Jatam  Brahma  culagrajo  Dhanapatiyah 
4  Cumb'hacarni  Nujah 

Putrah  'Sacrayit— Swavam  desa'Serah — • 

Puma  bujah  vimsatih 
Daityah  cama  oharo — rat.li&swa  vijayfc 

Madd,!>ye  sarnudram  graham — 
Sarvan  nishpalilan  tat.haiver  vidbiua 
DaivJ  bali  durbale. 

"  I  sprang  from  the  race  of  Brahma,  and  had  for  my  eldest  Brother  the  Lord  of  Riches,  Cuberah,  for 
my  younger,  the  mighty  Cumbacornah ;  I  myself  possessed  ten  heads  and  not  less  than  twenty  arms  : 
like  the  Daityah  I  could  convey  myself  whither  1  pleased;  I  was  pre-eminently  victorious  in  the 
chariot  and  on  horseback,  and  my  impregnable  dwelling  was  in  the  midst  of  the  Ocean.  Alas  !  all  is 
lost,  and  by  the  mthlcss3  ordinances  of  divine  destiny,  my  strength  is  become  weakness." 

1   Named  Inderjeet  or  the  Canquerer,  Subduer  of  Indsr. 

522   Expressions  of  extreme  contempt,  for  which  is  nothing  equivalent  in  English,  and  at  the  same  time  decent. 

3  Sines  translating  this  line,  my  Brahman  insists  that  1  have'pendered  it  B  rong,  but  I  am  in  doubt  which  of  us  is  right : 
he  would  have  the  line  translated  thus—"  Alas .'  aH  is  lost,  for  by  fate,  (though  I  pn.isessed  all  the  poteen  enumtraltd}.  I  did 
not  possess  divine  power."  Implying  that  he  was  not  able  ts  tesist  the  power  of  the  Deity  incarnated  in  the  form  of 
Ramah. 
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The  plaintive  qucrulousness  in  the  last  line  of  the  original  is  mostadmir'able,  when  contrasted  with 
the  proud  recapitulation  of  his  power  in  the  former  part  of  the  Stanzay  and  conveys  forcibly  to  the  heart 
the  idea  of  dying  weakness. 

The  following  extracts  are  connected  by  prose  in  .order  to  shorten  the  whale  as  much    as    possible, . 
without  omitting  .any  thing  essential  to  the  action,  of    the  Episode,  for  such,  with  respect  to  the  Iluma- 
yanam,  the  whole  should  be  considered:  the  particulars   contained  therein  are  either  not  noticed  by 
Viilmikik  or  very  differently  related. 

Ravanab,  having,  by  stratagem,  stolen  Sitii  from  Ramah  and  his  Brother  Lacshmanali,  conveyed  her 
through  the  air  to  Lanca  ;  as  he-  bore -her  in  his  arms,  the  effulgence  of  her  beauty,  heightened  by 
timidity  and  apprehension,  so  inflamed  his  passion,  that,  notwithstanding  the  promise  he  had  made  to 
his  sister  'Siirpunaca  (by  whom-  he  was  instigated  to  the  rape),  to  refrain  from  all  attempts  on  her  person, 
until  he  had  obtained  .her  own  consent,  he  descended  in  a  thick  wood,  in  the  midst  of  the  island,  to 
satisfy  his  desires — a  wood  whose  horrors  had  never  been  penetrated  by  Man,  Giant,  or  Demon. 

"  Still  was  the  wood  and  not  a  sound  was  heard, . 
Snve  when  the  lonulv  raven  croaked  for  food, 
Or  hum  of  distant  bees,  employed  in  toil, 
Or  insects  sporting  in  the  dealhlikfi  shade, 
Hollow  and  low  the  mystic  silence  broke."  ' 

Here  he -took  on  himself  (for  he  was,  as  yet,  invisible  to  Situ)  the  most  b'eauti  ful~  form  that  ever 
dothed  a  human  soul — a  form  that  might  have  allured  Hati  from  the  arms  of  Manmadah,  Rad,ha  from 
the  embraces  of  Criiahna — a  form  in  which  was  united  manly  dignity  and  strength,  with  feminine  gracs 
and  elegance. 

"  Sweet  flowed  his  words,  as  from  the  waxen  cell 
The  luscious  store  ;  his  looks  as  soft  as  those 
The  meek  ey'd  Dove  casts  on  his  tender  mate, 
While  on  his  cheek  burnt  fierce  the  fire  of  love. . 

But  he  could  not  succeed;  the  Golden1  Arrow  from  the  hand  of  the  Lord  of  the  Soul  ( Atmeswaran, 
Love)  glowed  inkier  breast,  she  knew  the  sacred  bonds  that  indissolubly  united  her  to  Ramah, and  the 
Queen  of  constancy  (Veswasavati),  refused  even  to  pern.it  the  Lord  of  Lanca  (Lank,eswarah),  to  speak 
of  Love, — at  length,  vexed  and  enraged,  Ravanah  proceeded  to  violence. 

"  Spoiler  pause  !"  A  staff  of  cane  his  time  bent  limbs  sustained, 

Feebly  behind  a  faltering  voice  exclaimed,  And  bore  the  burthen  of  an  age  of  years  ; 

"  If  nature  own  thee  for  a  Son,  O  pause  !  Spread  o'er  hia  breast,  pure  as  the  cotton  down, 

Think  en  the  dreadful  ruin  thou  wilt  make; ,  Bel0lV  the  cincture  fell  in  curls  distinct 

And  in  the  bos./m  of  a  trembling  maid,  The  aged  honors  of  his  ample  beard, 

Fear  to  implant  a  never  dying  thorn  !"  While  few  and  scanty,  scattered  o'er  his  head, 

Quick  turned  the  king,  his  blood  inflamed  "by  wrath,  Palsied  and  shafting,  thro'  extreme  decay, 

Ahd  sternly  cast  his  anger  gleaming  eyes  .  Flourished  the  silver  blossoms  of  the  grave3'. 

To  whence  the  sudden  voice  proceeding  teemed  : —  Serene  his  countenance,  his  demeanor  mild, 

Hoary  and  white  a  rev'rend  Sire  appeared  :  On  him  Angelic  charity  had  stamped 

Coarse  in  an  Ancr'ites2  homely  vesture  clad,  Her  truest  image,  and  kind  nature  seemed 

''  The  usual  epithet  of  the  arrows  of  the  Indian  Cupid  is  "  flo'ccry."   Bod.luiyanah  perhaps  uses  the  word  Golden,  to 
express    tli»  pure  connubial  passion  which  inspired  the  breast  ef  Siti, 

Herefollowsa  description  of  the  vesture  and  paraphernalia  of  a  SanviWe,  in  which  manner  the  old  man  was  clothed  ; 
this  I  have  omitted  as  irrelevpnt,  and  incompatible  with  our  ideas  of  poetry.  "The  staff  ef  cane"  is  a  staff  of  bambu,  borne 
fcy  refuse  Penitents  armed  with  a  three-lined  6'ui'k,  ill  name  if  Siilam. 

3  Lit-  the  white  flowers  of  Deitb. 
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Him  to  liave  noiirislied  with  her  sweetest  milk  : 
No  stein  morosity,  nor  cynic  frown, 
Tile  characters  too  oft  impressed  on  age, 
Jarred  with  the  Godlike  harmony  that  shone 
Frequent  in  smiles,  expressive  on  his  face  : 
Yet  his  full  eyes  their  youthlul  lire  retained, 
And  glowed  intense  with  ardour  ;  mildly  bright, 
Their peircing  glances  seemed  to  search  the  soul. 
In  gentle  accents,  musical  and  mild  : 
Sweet  as  the  drops  that  down  the  golden  vast 
Pellucid  flowed,  what  time  VinitAs1  Sjn 
Bore  from  the  Lord  of  Fire's  protecting  care, 
1  lie  sacred,  life  sustaining  Amriit ; 
Regardless  of  the  Monarch's  ireful  look, 
The  sage  thus  spoke.    "  O  Thou,  whoe'er  thou  art, 
Let  gpntle  mere)-  pour  her  soothing  halm 
Thro'  all  thy  veins,  and  raise  the  prostrate  maid, 
Who  trembles  at  thy  feet  !     Let  thy  great  mind 
To  spot  thy  high  renown,  thv  goodly  fame 
For  acts  heroic  and  for  warlike  gests, 
If  high  renown  and  goodly  fame's  thy  boast, 
By  stains  ofinfamy  and  base  report, 
Wkh  gen'rous  pride,  indignantly  disdain  P 
As  glares  the  midnight  wolf,  that  from  the  fold 
Greedy  of  blood,  a  gentle  lamb  has  borne, 
And  to  the  covert  of  some  lonely  glen, 
His  vainly  bleating,  fleecy  prey  conveved, 
When  the  keen  shepherd  breaks  on  his  retreat, 
And  from  his  ruthless  fangs  the  victim  saves. 
So  looked  the  Monarch  :— not  the  fiery  glance 
Of  that  fell  serpent,  whose  envenomed  eyes, 
But  by  beholding,  curdles  all  the  blood, 
And  in  the  bloated  veins  the  healthful  tide 
Oflife  congeals  more  dreadful  ever  shot. 
Breathless  he  struggled  long,  the  scorching  heat 
Of  rage  parched  up  his  throat  and  him  forbade 
The  vent  of  words  and  faculty  of  speech. 
Kindled  at  length  the  smothered  lire  blazed  out 
And  poured  in  wrathful  torrents  on  the  sire. 
Humble  and  meek,  serenely  calm  he  stood, 
Nor  heeded  not  the  frown,  the  trembling  lip, 
The  threat'iiing  accents  of  the  stern-ey'd  kin«j. 
man  and  ill  advised,"  the  Tyrant  said, 


"  Darest  thou  upon  my  private  footsteps  pry, 
And  strive  by  breath  of  empty  words  to  change, 
The  strong  determin'd  purpose  of  my  soul  ? 
Jv-gune  in'.rusive  wretch,  lest  I  forget 
Thy 2   sacred  tribe,  the  silver  of  tliv  hairs, 
And  theatke  my  sword  impurpled  in  thv  blood. 
By  all  the  names  of  heav'o  no  charm  of  speech 
Shall  calm  my  wrath,  no  soothing  pray'r  assuage 
Jly  kindled  anger,  uor  my  pity  move, 
If  rashly  daring  yet  thou  lingerest  here  !" 
Low  to  the  earth  the  virtuous  Muni  bent  : 
As  yields  the  passive  reed  before  the  storm, 
M'hen  raging  tempests  swell  by  adverse  windi, 
And  sweep  impetuous  thro'  the  racking  skv, 
Yet  still  opposes,  still  it's  ground  maintains, 
And  straighter  lifts  it's  head  from  every  blast 
•  So  did  the  Sire  the  Monarch's  rage  avoid, 
Shun  every  gust,  'fore  every  blast  recline  j 
But  still  f-jrsook  not  Seiil  to  her  fate, 
Resolved  from  law  less  power  to  save  the  Queen. 
"  O  Lord  of  Men,  attend  an  Old  Man's  speech!" 
Pursnasive  thus  he  formed  the  mild  response, 
"  Nur  spurn  the  warning  voice  and  sacred  truths 
Of  Sage  experience:  though  celestial3  might 
Or  strength  Demonian3  every  sinew  firm 
And  steel  with  more  than  mortal'  force  the  nerves 
Yet  still  to  wisdom's3  voice  puissant  power 
Should  lend  a  thankful  and  attentive  ear. 
Ah  then  attend  !  if  e'er  thy  bosom  glowed 
At  tale  of  other's  deeds,  and  names  renowned, 
Raised  envy  in  theeto  excel  their  acU  ! 
If  ever  virtue  in  seraphic4  notes 
To  thee  her  syren  captivating  song 
Of  glory  deathless  and  immortal,  sang, 
Ah  then  attend  !  -Let  not  the  sudden  blast 
Of  passion,  or  the  breath  of  base  desire 
The  goodly  fabric  of  an  age  o'erturn  ; 
Nor  honor's  structure,  rais'd  with  toil  and  care 
In  glorious  pleasure's  soft  and  idle  hand, 
To  instant  rnin  and  destruction  hurl: 
Fine  is  the  veil  that  parts  from  lust  impure 
The  noble  holy  feelings  of  the  heart; 
From  those  base  passions  that  defile  the  breast, 
The  just  affections  that  enlarge  the  soul, 


•he  s  g  ;  h 

(the  whole  fern  .vo; 
Lih    h    God  of  F  1 

t«t"    i      J  H         "fl 

epea      ear    7Sk"  °n  S°me      l 

eagerly  licked  up,  and  ever  since  their  tongues  have  been  doubled. 

Rivanah,  would  perceive  he  was  a  Brahman  br  his  sacrificial  cord  and  other  circumstances. 


bof"  one  o  *  nine 

'°  P"*™  "*  A"'Hitum  for  he™»"  *<>d  «• 

her  S0"  Ganldah  to  P'—e  it.  who  took  it  bv  force  from  the  keeping  of 
-ttoCadru-lndeah,  however,  recovered  the  Amriittum,  before  the  serpents  could 
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And  give  his  chief  best  energy  to  man. 

Not  »ith  contention  rude  and  brutal  force, 

Line,  virtuous,  heavenly,  such  as  man  may  own, 

Nor  blush  to  cherish  fervent  in  his  breast, 

Doth  teach  his  chosen  votary  to  woo, 

But  by  the  breath  of  eloquence  to  raise 

And  mild  persuasive  speech,  within  the  boson* 

Of  the  maid  ador'd,  a  flame  congenial, 

Ardent  and  pure,  as  that  his  own  avows. 

Chaste,  as  the  purest  seraph's  song,  and  mild, 

As  Orisons  of  meek-ey'd  pietv, 

Silver  and  tweet  the  voice  of  love  resounds  ; 

Rough,  hoarse  and  turbulent,  as  tile  madden'd  set, , 

By  tempests  vex'd  and  force  of  adverse  winds, 

Insults  the  passive  sands,  and  threa  filing  roars 

Tremendous  dreadful  o'er  the  fright'ned  beach, . 

His  bold  demands  Desire  rudelv  urges. 

From  Heav'n  the  one  proceeds,  confess'd  a  God, 

/.n  emanation  from  the  great  Supreme, 

Who  rules  the  perfect  whole  ,  from  blackest  Hell 

And  Stygian1  eaves,  fiend  like  and  foul :  Desire, 

A\  ithall  the  Demons  in  liis  train,  ascends. 

Love,2  holy  Love  !  the  great  primaeval  cause 

Of  all,  celestial,  universal  1'ow'r  ! 

'Tvvas  lie  who  first  the  jarring  atohis  charm'rl 

And  sooth'd  them  into  rest ;  He  spoke,  and  lo  ! 

Thi  utmost  regions  ofdisortier'd  Chaos 

Re-echoed,  and  the  soothing  strain  obeyed, 

Discord  and  Horror  listen'd  to  his  voice  ; 

The  uproar  ceased  ;  Peace  spread  herdovelike  wing*  j 

And  all  the  warring  elements  WHO  joined, 


His  fragrant  breath  breath'd  thro'  trie  sterile- waste' 

And  every  rock  with  animation  teemed  ; 

Luxuriant  and  green  the  sands  burst  forth 

With  herbage  ;  and  the  barren  waters  swarmed 

With  living  myriads  and  uncouth  forms. 

Between  his  palms  he  moulded  this  fair  orb, 

And  gave  to  Nature  all  her  beauty,  all 

Her  varied  graces,  all  her  nameless  charms  : 

Lovely  from  his  Creative  hand  sl;e  rose, 

In  smiles  and  virgin  modesty  adorned  ; 

Nx>  low 'ring  frown  deformed  herplacid  brow. 

But  every  feature  beam'd  with  iiarmonv, 

And  all  her  looks  were  looks  of  innocence: 

Arrayed  in  native  majesty  she  walked, 

Nor  needed  ornamental  help  from  art. 

Long  had  she  raign'd  o'er  our  thrice  happy  world,.. 

In  this  first  state  of  Innocence  and  Joy, 

And  every  age  had  been  an  age  of  truth, 

But  fell  Desire,  the  foe  professed  of  Love, 

Of  Order  bland,  of  Peace,  and  Harmony, 

The  Virgin  violated  and  dufil'd." 

Fain  by  instruction  R.ivanah  to  persuade,. 

In  alegoric  strains  the  Muni  strove, 

To  render  wisdom  pleasant  to  his  Bar, 

The  flame  of  virtue  in  his  breast  allume. 

And  pour  the  balm  of  pity  o'er  his  heart; 

Intent,  or  to  prolong  her  fate,  or  save 

The  child  of  sorrow  from  the  hand  of  force. 

And,  such  the  power  of  eloquence  divine, 

That,  to  his  deep-fraught  words,  the  furious  king, 

Gave  due  attention  and  observance  calm. 


In  bands  of  unison  and  sweet  concord. 

The  complaisance  of  Ravanah  is  not,  however,  of  long  continuance  :  the  Muni  uses  a  variety  of 
arguments  to  prevail  on  him  to  desist,  but  to  no  purpose,  and  at  length  the  fire  of  his  wrath,  is  so 
Strongly  excited,  that  forgetful. of  his  cast  and  apparent  age  and  imbecility — 

more  raged  the  King,  and  raising  high 

The  trembling  spear,  with  all  his  force  of  nerve, 
Hurled  the  unhallowed  weapon  at  his  heart. 
As  from  the  scaly  monster  of  the  flood, 

1  Nai-acah. 

2  Abstract  philosophical  disquisitions  do  not  assimilate  with  the  spirit  of  English  Poetry.     I  have,  therefore,   merely 
parapbraswl  B<'>d,biivanab  in   this.place.     He  loses  himself  in   those  mtzes- of  metaphysical  minutiae  wherein  the   Indian* 
delight   so    much  to  wander — after  explaining  the  difference  between    the  Tri  Gun&h    (three  qualities)    essentially  th« 
game  as  in  the  Bhagavat  GiU'i,  though   circumstantially   very  different  ;    he  says — "  Befora   the  Spirit  which  primaeially 
moved  the  waters,    felt  an  inclination  to  exert  his  creative  energies  by  calling  the  Universe  into  existence,   he  possessed 
only  the  Satwa  Gunam  (pure  nnimpassioned  virtue)  ;   previously   to   the  commencement   of   this  inclination,  the  Rajah 
Gufuiii  ( /  'atsian)  acceeded  to  the  former,  and  the  conjunction   produced  Sak,hyam  (Love),  the  fervour  of   the  Sak,hyam 
increased  bv  degrees,   until  at  length  (he  sacred  fire  burned  so  strongly  in  the  divine  wind,  that  the  smoke  and  fume  arising 
therefrom  produced  the  Tama  Gunam  (depfavily—  inclination  to  evil),  and  then  the  Universe  was  created.     The  Tama 
Gunam  [(retailing  at  the  period  of  the  first  creation,  all  the  beings  produced  were  supremely  wicked  ;  hence   the  existence 
of  ili,-  I). -m  mi  i  A.Miruli)  and  the  origin  of  evil.   But  the  violent  lust  of  production,  excited  by  the  Tama  Ganam,   subsiding 
in  the  Divine  mind,  as  the  Satwa  and  Rajah  Gunams  gradually  regained  their  influence,  the  Sak.liyam  was  restored  to  itc 
full  power,  and  all  beings  produced  at  the  second  period  of  creation  were  virtuous  ;  hence  the  existence  of  the  Gods  (Sur&h) 
and  the  origin  of  good.     All    creatures  continued   virtuous  until  the  influence  of  the  Tama  Gunam  again  prevailing, 
corrupted  and  reduced  them  lo  their  present  state." 


THE    R \MAYAN AM     OF    B0D,ttAYANAH. 

Though  thrown  with  force  gigantic,  bounds 
Tin-  pond'rous  fragment,  from  the  Muni's  breast, 
So  glanced  the  missile  steel  ;  and  vroml'rous  novr 
A1  sudden  change  o'er  all  his  form  took  place  : 
His  Ilerniit's  vestment  shone  with  plates  of  gold, 
And  clasped  his  manly  breust ;  his  time-worn  brows 
Nodded  with  clustering  plumes  ;  the  staff  of  cane, 
Which  erst  could  scarcely  prop  his  tottering  frame  ; 
Shone  in  tlie  sunbeams  now  a  threatening   brand. 
O'er  his  broad  shoulder*  rose  his  ample  shield, 
And  at  his  side  the  sable  buffalo  roared. 
Raist-d  to  the  sky  his  mighty  form  appeared, 
And  at  tile  terrors  of  his  lightning  eyes, 
The  heav'n-touched  mountains  sank  beneath  the  vales,. 
Confessed  he  shone  the  potent  king  of  Hell. 
When  on  the  royal  beasts  prescriptive  haunts 
The  roaming  tiger  falls,  and  sudden  sees, 
Arous'u  to  vengeance,  all  bis  force  prepared; 
Aghast  he  stands— then  steeling  every  nerve, 
Rushes  to  meet  the  foe,  and  dares  the  fight: 
Thus  Ruvan . 

The  personage  concealed  under  the  form  and  garb  of  a  recluse  Penitent,  as  above  indicated,  was- 
Yamah,  the  king  of  Death  and  Hell— he  has  the  guard  of  the  southern  region  of  the  World  committed: 
to  him-,  whence  he  issues  on  every  occasion  that  requires  his  appearance,  mounted  on  a  black  Buffalo  :  but 
as  his  presence  is  frequently  necessary  in  the  infernal!  realms  to  prevent  the  disturbance  and  confusion 
that  continually  breaks  out  among  his  unruly  subjects,  he  has  under  him  an  "army  of  Demons,  called 
Kingcarah,  whom,  during  his  absence  in  the  Worlds  below,  he  sends  over  the  southern  regions  of  the 
World  t9  bring  him.  immediate  information  of  any  occurrence  that  demands  his  interference.  Some  of 
these,  passing  over  the  wood  in  which  Ravanah  had  alighted  with.  Sita,  (Lanca  is  situated  in  the  south) 
saw  the  danger  which  threatened  the  Queen,  and  as  their  swiftness  is  equal  to  that  of  the  forked  li-ghtning, 
gave  instant  intimation  of  it  to  Yamah.  The  God  who  was  apprehensive  of  the  result  of  a  contest  with 
Desagrivah  (the  ten  headed)  took  on  himself  the  form  before  described — the  result  is  known.  The 
combat  between  the  king  of  Lanca  and  the  king  of  Hell  was  tremendous — aftsr  relating  the  change  in 
the  appearance  of  Ravanah,  who  was  obliged  to  resume  his  proper  gigantic  shape,  in  terms  still  more 
terrific  than  those  descriptive  of  Yamah;  the  Poet  proceeds. 

Rude  theie  encounter,  terrible  and  fierce  : 
Fierce  as  the  shock,  when  thro'  the  middle  air. 
Rushing  impetuous,  adverse  demons  meet, 
And,  while  continual  thunders  shake  the  earth,. 
While  storms^on  storms,  slow  rolling  thro'  the  sky 
And  threat'ning  ruin,  terrify  the  World, 
Enwrapt  in  clouds  and  murky  darkness,  hurl 
The  forked  lightning. — Blows  quick  following  blows,. 
Resounded  thro'  tlie  troubled  air  and  'woke 
The  echoes  of  the  wood  to  wildest  uproan. 

The  Rattle  raged  with  out  intermission  for  seven  days — the  earth  could  not  contain  them  and  (by 
the  magic  power  of  Ravanah  and  the  divine  power  of  Yamah)  the  conflict  was  continued  in  the  air: 
Ravanah  being  mounted  in  his  flying  Car,  which  moved  by  enchantment,  and  Yamah  on  his  Buffalo. 
At  length,  Ravanah,  who,  on  sotting  out,  on  the  expedition  to  seize  Sita,  had  armed  himself  at  all  points, 

i   Compare  the  former,  description  of  the  Hermit  on  his  first  appearance,  with  the  circumstances  of  his  metamorphose,  anil 
observe  the  contrast. 
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lest  he  should  be  obliged  to  fight  with  Ramali  or  his  brother,  took  the  arrow  called  Panipaditn, 
presented  to  him  by  'Sivah,  the  force  of  which  no  power  divine,  demoniac,  or  human  could  resist,  and 
threw  it  at  Yamah*- — the  God  fell  headlong  to  the  ICarth. 


On  sounding  pinions  through  the  yielding  air 
When  flies  the  terror1  of  the  serpent  tribes, 
From  the  dark  womb  of  sulpblltious  cloud 
Sudden  the  rapid  lightning  darts,  the  stroke, 
With  I'orcu  inevitable,  to  tlie  earth 
Headlong  precipitates  the  soaring  bird. 
Mangled  and  scorched  ;  llius  Yamih  wounded  fell. 
As,  in  M,:1;|.  a's  san'lal  scented  groves, 
When  from  t!ia  hunter's  bund  the  barb'-d  sf".-l 
The  spotted  moiish-r  f^oes,  and,  writhed  wish  pain. 
He  tears  enraged  the  blood  uupurpled  ground, 
And  by  the  roar  of  horrid  ..ngnish  wi 
The  echoes  of  the  rooks  ;  thus  death's  great  King 
Infuriate  raged,  and,  with  so  loud  a  voice, 
Vengeance  denounced  upon  the  tyrant's  head, 
That,  shrinking  from  their  sphere;,  thy  planets  fled 
And  struck  with  dread,  the  monsters  of  the  wave* 
Plunged  to  the  lowest  regions  of  the  deep, 
Where  ends  Vsrr.nali's  reign  and  Hell'  begins.3 
Anlwiw  li-3  iifxtin  high  tins  ebon3'  mac'e, 
Whose  mortal  .=troke  none  living  can  resist, 
Which  melts  the  marrow  in  the  aching  hones. 
And  iu  the  livid  veins  congeals  the  tide 
Of  healthful  life  :  which  from  the  jewell'd  throne 
The  powerful  Monarch  levels  now  in  dust. 
Or  hurls  the  shred  clothed  beggar  to  the  grave. 
Then' had  thu  Lord  of  I,unr;\  felt  its  force 
And  Rima'i's  prowejs  ne'er  been  known  to'song: 
Then  had  the  dark  decrees  of  fate,  inscribed 
On  living  adamant  by  him,  who  gave' 
Specific  form U> all  that   here  exists, 
Been,  contravened,  and  gifted  R,ivan  died 
Piv  bunds  immortal*  then  had  Brahm.X's   power, 
His  Holy  promise, and  his  destined  will, 
Alike  been  ridiculed  by  gods  and  men. 
Tlu?  swan. borne  god  arose  ;   swift  as  the  dart 
That  springing  from  the-  ioaidioiw  woodman's  bo\v, 
Pierces  the  tiger's  side,  ho  reached  the  Isle,, 
Where  stood  the  power  men  tremble  to  behold, 
Glancing  red  lightning  from  his  angry  eyes  ; 


Grasp'd  by  each  hand  the  fatal  m-ace  was  raised; 

High  o'er  his  head,  and  for  the  deadly  blow 

Each  muscle  of  his  giant  form  was  strained. 

Expectant  of  his  fate,  not  fearing,  sat 

The  car-borne  king,  disdaining  coward  (Tight, 

If  flight  from  rapid  death  could  ought  avail. 

Thus  when  from  high  the  falcon  stoops  to  seize, 

His  long  beaked  prey,  the  fearless  bird  reclines 

Supine  upon  the  bosom  of  the  aiv. 

Watching  th*  impending  str.-ke,  and  'gainst  the  foe 

Extends  his  long-bill  like  a  warrior's  spear4 

When  now  confessed  the  Lord  of  Nature  shone, 

His  four-fold  face  emaning  beams  of  light 

As  if  four  suns  had  ris'n  t'illurae  the  World,5 

The  Lord  of  serpents  reined  his  rage  awhile, 

A  nd  said  ;  "  O  heavenly  soul !'   Prinueval  Lord  ! 

If  from  the  glories  of  Empyrean  Heaven, 

JMe  by  thy  mandates  tliou  descend'st  to  bless, 

When  on  the  head  of  yon  devoted  wretch, 

I've  hurl'd  the  vengeance  of  aji  injured" God, 

'Tis  mine  alone  to  worship  and  obe\ ." 

Dissuasive  Brahma  thus — "  O  king  of  Death, 

Why  gainst  my  offspring6  whom  the  world  revere, 

Brims  thus  thy  wrath  ?  Withhold  thy  deadly  hand, 

Nor  render  vain,  the  ordinance  of  fate, 

Which  erst  to. suppliant.  Ravan's  vows  I  gave, 

By  cruel  penance,  sel[-inflicted  pain, 

And  tortures  moved,  which  but   to  hear  would  freczi 

The  vita!  blood  of  man. — Tims  I  ordained — 

'  Thy  fated  life  shall  from  demoniac  might 

And  power  divine  be  safe  ;  by  human  strength. 

It'  o'er  tbou  fall'st  in  combat,  shall  thou  fall.' 

Then  O  desist!  on  merand  on  mv  fame, 

If  at  the  gifted  Lord  of  Lanca  aimed, 

Thy  ebon  weapon  lights."  — He  ceas'd,  and  Death, 

In  remembrance  of  his  full  by  mortal  hand 

Still  rankling  in  h  s  breast,  unyielding  stood  ; 

His  dreadful  eye  flashed  anger  on  the  King 

And  high  in  air  again  he  raised  his  mace  :. 

Then  Brahma  mildly  thus • 


1  The  Oirmhh,  which  is  said  to  feed  on  serpents  •;  not.  the- bird  which  is  so  common  in  most  parts  of  Indiri,  and  which 
we  call  theBraminy  Kite,  but  a  monster  of  the  species,  which  is  said  really  to  exist  in.  the  hills,  tho'  probably  seldom  met 
with  but  in  fable*. 

!  The  extravagance  of  tile  latter  part  of  the  passage  will  be  pardoned  for  (lie  sake  of  the  former:  it  is  carried  much 
further  in  the  original  — tin;  sirl'len  disappearing  of  the  stars  terrifies  tlie  Gods,  ivho  rush- through  the  porlnls  of  He:;.-, 
to  discover  the  cause  and  the  plunging  of  the  fish  into  the  roots  of  the  ocean,  causes  so  great  a  commotion  in  the  world  of 
»ater.«,  that  all  the  ship-;  sailing  thereon  -t  the  time,  are  swallowed  up. 

1   Caladiin'tlam,   The  Black  Club:  it  is  the  cause  of  violent  death,  as  the  tears  of  Mriityu  Devi  is  of  natural  Death. 

«  Lit.  a  T/jnr- :  wrjni  by  tin;  inhabitants  of'trie  hills,   this  is  the  principal  weapon  of  that  description  of  people  to  !his  dar. 
I  <su;ipor/.  f|i..  i,:r,i  !; .,- .  -.n-ant  j<  the  crane,  its  name  in  Sanscrit  is  Longbeck. 
i.  P.rdmi'i  Ins  fnir  far-es. 

*  R.'iv.inuli  was  a  Brahmanah  by  the  father's  side. 
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Brahma  by  a  variety  of  arguments,  at  length  prevails  on  Yamab  to  spare  Ravanah,  to  which, 
however,  tha  G id  very  reluctantly  consents  ;  when  his  anger  is  allayed,  he  remembers  the  cause  of 
dispute,  Sita,  whom  be  iniists  on  restoring  to  K;«mah;<  thi*  IMvanah  obstinately  opposes  and  again 
prepares  for  combat  rather  than  permit  it ;  the 'pacific  interference,  therefore,  of  Urahrna  is  nearly 
rendered  vain. 

Wlien  rules  the  Lord  of  light  thesmnmer  months,  Vain  the  sweet  voice  of  eloquence  divine, 

When  glow  wit'i  heat  intense  the  burning  skies,  And  \\isdom  sacred  precepts  all  in  vain  ! 

And,  scarcely  hidden,  lurks  the  ready  name,  Again  in  Uavan's  hand  the  weapon  gleamed", 

•Impatient  of  restraint  in  ten/  bough,  Threatened  again  tlie  dreadful  mace  of  Death. 

Thus,  moved  by  ardent  winds,  the  acrid  canes  Hi*  anger  scares  th'  Almighty  could  restrain, 

Burst  into  flames,  and  midst  tho  crackling  wood*  As,  frowning,  thus  he  said  ;  "  Cease  yet  a  while, 

Dances  (lie  delighted  deity  of  fire  :  Impetuous  spirits  cease  !  Hear  King  of  Death  1 

Anon,  slow  sailing  through  the  burdened  air,  And  for  the  fate  of  bita  fear  no  more  ! 

Great  Indra's  arm  the  pregnant  clouds  impel,  Hear  car-borne  leader  of  the  giant  bands  ! 

And  angry  Agni  sees  his  flames  dispersed.  If  e'er,  unmindful  of  a  female's  tears, 

When  yet  the  wood  is  scarcely  half  consumed,  A-ainst  her  purity  thoa  darest  to  raise 

And  slow  and  sullen,  wrapped  in  smoke  retires.  T|,.  unhallowed  hand  of  force,  the  fire  of  HeaVr,,' 

Scarce  is  he  gone  when  Ri van's  voice  is  heard  ;  Swift  darting  from  the  vengeful  clouds,  shall  fall 

And  thro'  the  air,  in  wild  commotion,  troop  On  thy  devoted  head,  and.'on  the  rock, 

The  Genii  of  the  winds  ;   the  clouds  recede  ;  As  by  th'  ungovernable  tempest  driven, 

The  waters  cease  ;  encouraged  Agni  turns,  The  bark  is  to  ten  thousand  atoms  crushed, 

Piies  all  his  powers,  incites  his  busy  train  Shall  strew  in  fragments  round  thy  fractured  skull." 

Of  fire-hair'd  fiends,  till  all  the  woodland  burns,  He  said— submissive  bowed  the  Lord  of  Hell, 

One  irresistable,  continuous  blaze.  And  hid  in  clouds,  with  all  his  demons  sought, 

So  once  again  the  flame  of  passion  raged  ;  In  sullen  majesty  the  southern  realms. 

Brahma  ascends  to  Heaven  and  Bavarian  is  left,  under  the  restriction  of  the  malediction  against 
him,  to  carry  off  Sita— He  descends  and  awakes  Sita  from  the  magic  slumber  into  which  he  had  thrown 
her  at  the  commencement  of  the  combat. 

He  raised  her  from  the  earth  Arising  naked  from  the  cleansing  wave, 

And  soothed  her  f'.-ars  :  still  unassured  she  gazed  Whose  unrobed  form  intrusive  eyes  have  seen  ; 

Wilh  eyes  of  wild  insanity  around.  While,  o'er  her  golden  neck  and  heaving  breasts, 

And  from  the  King,  within  whose  arms  she  lay.  In  wild  confusion  sprend  her  raven4  hair  : 

Convulsed  with  horror,  trembling  shrank  aglnst.  Tbose  breasts  on  which  the  formless,  GoJ  of  Love, 

Like  diamonds  cased  in  yellow2  ivory  shone.  Absorbed  in  sweetest  extaey  performed, 

Her  radiant  eyes  and  hers  the  glowing  blush*  Delightful  penance  !5 
That  on  the  bosom  of  the  maiden  burns, 

1  The- whole  of  the  Battle  of  D>ath  with  Rivanali.  bears  a  re*cm'>lmee  to  the  conflict  of  Satan  with  Duath  at  the  Gatei 
of  Hell  and  the  interference  of  Brahma  to  that  of  Sin:  so  much  indeed,   that  had  Bod.hiyanah  written  in   the  Yavsnda 
Dialect  (Greek)  he  would  have  been  considered  as  the  prototype  of  Milton. 

2  The  complexion  of  Sita  was  yellotv  or  golden,  the  word  of  Swarnam  occurs  so  ofien  in  this  Stanza  that   it  was  with 
difficulty  1  avoided  that  repetition  so  disagreeable  in  English  Poetry,  but  so  beautiful  iu  alleterative  versification. 

3  Lajja  Itactara — the  redness  of  shame, 
*  Lit.  the  colour  of  a  black  bee. 

5  This  last  thought  is  perhaps  equal  to  any  in  the  Poem  ;  the  words  in  the  original  are  — Nirvid  yiisray  ad  Asramara, 
Savitanuh  twan  taj  Jayayad.huna— •  Patrali  twad  Uroja  'Suila  Nelayi  tal  pama  'SaU'i  Y:iti.— The  Poet  addresses  Sita. 
"  Resolved  now  to  conquer  him  (K&ranali)  who  has  no  material  body  (the  God  uf  Love)  becoming  a  rtdute  1'e/utuiit, 
absorbed  in  contemplation,  took  his  station  on  thee,  and  fixed  his  house  of  leaves  on  the  place  where  the  leal_\  marks  are 
impressed  between  the  mountains  of  thy  breast."  it  is  customary  to  impress  maiks  of  leaves  and  flowers  between  the  breasts 
of  Cshatriya  women,  recluses  reside  in  small  houses  of  leaves  frequently  in  mountainous  situation;  penances  are  ollen, 
performed  to  enab'e  a  person  to  obtain  victory  over  his  enemies  ;  hence  the  allusions  in  this  Stanza,  but  there,  though 
just  and  simple,  I  could  not  have  rendered  intelligible  to  an  Iv.iglish  Reader,  and  I,  then  fore,  ha\e  retained  only  the  general 
idea — this  will  sene  as  a  {|iucin:eu  cl'iin  mode  of  Translatien  thruugliuut. 
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Ravanah  conveys  Sita  to  the  city  of  Lanca  and  delivers  her  to  the  care  of  his  niece  Tiijata  : — 
here  the  action  ends,  and  here  ends,  also,  the  remains  of  B6d,hayanah. 

The  interference  of  Yamah  and  subsequent  circumstances  are  not  in  Valmikik  who  attributes  the 
curse,  said  by  B6d,htiyanah,  to  be  pronounced  by  Brahma,  to  another  person,  and  a  former  period. 
Ravanah,  he  says,  by  the  power  he  possessed  of  conveying  himself  whither  he  pleased  (Cdrna  C/iaro,  see 
the  second  of  the  Stanzas  from  B6d,hayanah  in  the  original)  entered  Heaven  and  seeing  Ramb,ha,  the 
most  beautiful  of  the  Celestial  Nymphs,  fell  violently  in  love  with  her,  but,  as  she  was  attached  to  Nala 
Cubarah,  the  son  of  his  brother  Ciibarah,  (the  God  of  Wealth,)  she  refused- to  listen  to  him,  and  he, 
therefore,  ravished  her.  Here  it  is  remarkable  that  Ramb,ha  uses  almost  the  same  dissuasive  arguments, 
as  the  disguised  Yamah  in  the  foregoing  translation.  When  her  lover,  Nala  Cubarah  was  informed  of 
what  had  happened,  he  cursed  Ravanah,  in  the  words  which  B6d,hayaBah  attributes  to  Brahma.  Thus 
the  same  circumstanca,  though  differently  told  by  the  two  Poets,  is  made  the  Palladium  of  the  chastity  of 
Sita :  notwithstanding  which,  she  insists  on  passing  through  the  fiery  ordeal  after  the  conquest  of  Lanca, 
to  conyince  Ramah  of  her  purity. 


APPENDIX 

TO  THE 

TRANSLATION  OF  BODJIAYANAH. 


[  CANNOT  forbear  repeating  the  Note,  marked  2,  in  Page  5,  in  order  to  compare  it  with  the  following- 
passages  from  Sanchoniathon  and  Aristophanes,  which  have  just  met  my  eye.  The  Philosophy  &£ 
B6d,hayanah  may  be  considered  as  the  Epicurian  system  of  India  ;  it.  differs  both  from  the  Vedanta  and 
Sid,hanta,  or  Theological  and  Rational  systems,  in  many  respects  (perhaps  it  may  be  characterized  as  an 
union  of  both)  and  appears  to  be  that  which  first  spread  from  India  into  Egypt,  Asiapropor,  Greece  and 
Italy  ;  which  produced  at  an  early  period,  the  Theogony  and  latterly  the  Poem  of  Lucretius  —  I  shall 
give  the  Greek  of  Aristophanes  to  enable  a  more  correct  comparison  being  made. 

BOD,HAYANAH. 

PF.FORE  the  Spirit,  which  primpcvally  moved  on  the  troubled  waters  felt  an  inclination  to  exert  his 
creative  energies  by  calling  the  Universe  into  existence,  he  possessed  only  the  Satwa  Gunam  (the 
quality  of  unimpussioned  virtue)  ;  previously  to  the  commencement  of  this  inclination,  the  Raja  Gunam 
the  quality  of  passion),  acceded  to  the  former,  and  the  conjunction  produced  Sak,hyam  (  Love),,  the  favor 
of  the  Sak,hyam  increased  by  degrees  until  at  length  the  sacred  fire  burned  so  strongly  in  the  divine- 
mind,  that  the  smoke  and  fume  arising  therefrom  produced  the  Tama  Gunam  (the  quality  of  depravity,)  and 
the  Universe  was  created  —  hence  the  origin  of  evil  at  the  first  period  of  creation  ;  the  Tama  Gunam 
subsiding,  Love  again  prevailed,  hence  the  origin  of  good  at  the  second  period  of  creation. 

SANCHONIATHON. 

THE  principle  of  the  Universe  was  a  dark  and  windy  air,  or  a  wind  formed  of  dark  air,  and  a  turbulent 
evening  chaos:  when  this  windy*//  in  love  with  its  own  principles,  and  a  mixture  was  made,  that  mixture 
was  called  Desire  or  Cupid;  from  whence  came  all  the  seed  of  this  building  and  the  generation  of  the 
Universe. 

ARISTOPHANES. 


J(aoc  Triv  Kai  Nu£,  "EptSo'c  Tt  fj.f\av  irpSirov,  KO.I  rap]apof  evpvf, 
Tfjl',  ovc   ai)p,  ovo  ovpavoc  rjv.     'EpiSove  $ly  a.  irtipvoi  KJ\iroif 


wov. 


E£  oil  it>EpvTr]t\\o[iiva.t£  upaif  iSXa^tv  "Epwe  o 
r(\5wv  viiTOv  w]fpvyaiv  -j^pvaaiv,  tiic 

ct  x<i£t  wlcpotvli  ^iiyttc  vuXi'a),  Kara  raprapov  ivpvv 
ltw<F£  ytVoc  i]fitTtpov,  cat  Trpitrov  avt'iyayiv  if  <j>uz- 
c  OVK  fyyivot  uQa.fa.7uy,  ugly  "Epug  avvipfav 
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In  the  beginning  existed  Chaoi,  and  Night,  and  Black  Hell,  and  wide  extended  Tartarus. 

Tliere  was  neither  Earth,  nor  Air,  nor  Sky  :  —  In  the  vait  bosom  of  Hell 

Black  pinioned  Night  laid  the  primaeval  windy  Kgg, 

From  which,  in  due  season,  was  hatched  desire-exciting  Love, 

Resplendent,  as  to  his  shoulders,  with  golden  wings  and  resembling  an  ungovernable  whirlpool : 

He,  unking  with  rapid  nocturnal  Chaos,  in  extended  Tartarus 

Created  our  race  and  brought  them  into  light  ;  — 

For  the  Gods  did  not  primarily  exist,  but  Love  roixt  together  and  product*  all  things. 

In  these  three  passages  the  leading  thoughts  arc  the  same  ;they  indicate  the  existence  of  a  primaeval 
Chaos,  and  the  production  of  the  Universe  from  it  by  Love.  Besides  the  Chaos,  I36d,hyuriah  and  Sancho- 
niathon,  mention  only  an  actuating  principle  :  but  Aristophanes  has  besides  three  distinct  beings,  Night, 
Hell,  and  Tartarus,  respecting  whose  functions  he  is  very  indistinct.  But  how  clear,  how  simple,  how 
beautiful  is  the  exposition  of  the  Indian  in  comparison  with  the  unintelligible  mysticism  of  the  Phoenician 
or  the  extravagant  rant  of  the  Grecian.  God,  says  he,  existed  a  pure  and  placid  spirit,  involved  in 
himself  and  actuated  by  no  extraneous  objects — this  I  understand  to  be  indicated 'by  the  Satwa  Gunam 
—besides  himself  there  was  nothing  but  a  broad  expanse  of  troubled  Waters.  The  Chaos  or  perhaps 
the  ivpuc  raprapvt  of  the  Greeks— on  this  the  spriit  of  God  moved—"  The  Earth  was  without  form  and 
void,  and  darkness  was  on  the  face  of  the  deep  :  and  the  spirit  of  God  moved  upon  the  face  of  the 
waters" — at  length  it  was  hi?  Divine  will  to  assume  to  himself  feeling  and  passion,  by  the  conjunction  of 
which  with  Virtue  was  produced  Love  or  affection.  The  latter  by  the  socidl  principles  of  its  nature, 
could  not  exist  alone,  and  by  its  energies,  therefore,  the  world  was  Created;  evil  from  affection  having 
degenerated  into  self-love,  by  restriction  to  one  object,  and  good  from  its  being  extended  to  many.  The 
whole  of  this  is  clear,  the  deductions  logical;  and  the  reasoning,  if  not  founded  on  an  intimate  knowledge 
of  Divine,  is  at  least  compatible  with  human  nature.  Sanchoniathon,  hearing,  but  not  understanding,  the 
foregoing  on  some  similar  passage  of  Indian  Philosophy,  says  the  spirit  of  God  was  a  "  dark  and  windy 
air,"  which  preposterously  "falls  in  lovr.  with  its  own  principles,"  and  makes  a  mixture,  but  of  what 
does  not  appear,  except  it  be  of  itself  and  the  Chaos,  for  nothing  else  exists  of  which  to  make  one  :  by 
this  mixture  Cupid,  or  Love  is  produced  :  Love  then  is  both  the  cause  and  effect,  actuating  the  dark  wind 
in  the  first  instance  and  originating  from  that  very  actuation.  The  last  sentence,  in  which,  by  a  jumble 
of  Metaphors,  the  building  of  the  Universe  is  said  to  spring  from  the  seed  of  Love,  is  a  suitable  climax  to 
the  whole.  The  Greek  is  more  reasonable  and  connected,  but  black  pinioned  Night  laying  an  Egg  in 
the  bosom  of  Hell,  from  which  Love  with  golden  wings  is  hatched,  conveys  the  idea  of  a  black  hen 
hatching  a  little,  callow,  yellow-wingd  Chicken,  and  by  no  means  suits  the  sublimity  of  the  subject 
nor  the  magnificence  of  the  correspsmling  thoughts  :  he  makes  Chaos,  also,  though  for  what  reason  I 
know  not,  take  an  active  part  in  the  Creation,  and  like  Sanchonia.thon  involves  the  whole  in  a  mist  of 

obscurity.     The  last  part  of  the  last  verse,  is   almost  in  the  very  words   of  Bodhayanab.     Arist 

*ci»"}Lrw;  awifuliv.  116.— He  (Love)  moulded  in  his  hands  and  gave  a  form  to  the  Ball  of  the  earth 
—only  that  the  Greeks  set  before  the  mind  the  image  of  an  apothecary  mixing  up  (awi  piiwv)  dru^s 
in  a  ruurUr. 

On  the  whole  it  ii  evident  that  the  conceptions  in  the  three  passages  are  the  same;  that  the  first  is 
conspicuous  for  the  propriety  of  its  deductions,  and  the  clearness  of  its  expressions  :  that  the  second  and 
third  are  obscured  by  that  veil  of  mystery  in  which  Ignorance  always  delights  to  envelope  herself:  that 
the  former,  from  the  terms  in  which  it  is  conveyed  degenerates  almost  to  nonsense,  and  that  the  latter  is 
disgraced  by  low  and  trivial  conceits.  The  inference  is  that  the  Indian  is  the  source  whence  the,  others 
have  proceeded,  but  that,  by  the  imperfection  of  the  channels,  by  which  the  Philosophy  of  India  reached 
Greece  and  Asia,  it  has  degenerated  from  its  original  perfection,  and  ehinej  dimly  through  the  mystery 
and  quaintness  of  Sanchoniathon  and  Aristophanes. 
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I  never  saw  the  passage  from  Sanchoniatlion  in  the  original,  and  am  not  prepared  to  contend  for  his 
authenticity,  though  I  should  be  very  much  inclined  to  do  so  were  it  necessary.  Aristophanes  1  admit, 
is  only  a  Comic  writer,  and  therefore  not  a  criterion  of  Helleman  Philosophy,  but  it  should  be  remem- 
bered, that  he  lived  in  the  time  of  Herodotus,  Socrates,  and  Plato  ;  when  the  former  had  displayed  to 
his  countrymen  the  tenets  of  the  Egyptians  and  Assyrians  the  second  had  explained,  and  the  latter  had 
written  commentaries  on  them ;  his  Philosophy,  therefore,  is  an  epitome  of  the  prevalent  opinions  of  the 
times  : — that  he  indeed  "held  the  Mirror  up  to  Nature  and  shewed  the  very  body  of  the  times,  its  form 
and  pleasure" — is  plain,  from  the  story  told  by  somebody,  of  Plato's  sending  his  works  to  Dionysus,  to 
inform  him  of  the  manner  of  Athens,  and  his  Comedy  of  the  Bird?,  whence  the  foregoing  extract  it  should 
be  remembered  was  written  in  a  more  dignified  occasion  than  most  of  his  works,  to  persuade  his 
countrymen  to  fortify  Deceleum  against  the  inroads  of  the  Peloponnesians  into  Attica. 


THE   B,HISHMA    PARVAM; 

OB, 

SIXTH  BOOK  OF  TnE  MAHABHARAT : 

CONTAINING  THE  WISDOM  OF  SANJAYAH,  TFTE  BtlAGAVAT  GITA  OR  APPEARANCE  OF  GOD; 
AND  THE  FIRST  DAY'S  BATTLE,  WITH  THE  ACTS  OF  B.HISHMA. 


JxEVERENTCE'  to  Veda  Vyasah,  the  son  of  the  grnndson  of  Varifhtah,  the  grnndsnn  of  Sac-tin, 
the  son  of  Parasarah,  and  tlie  father  of  Sucah  !  'J'hus  Vaisampayanah  having  pnid  obeisance  to 
Vyasah,  in  this  manner,  as  Sutah  had  related  it  to  t^e  Saunriah  and  the  Great  lliishes,  spoke  to  the 
Great  King  Janamijayah ;  hear,  O  Janamijayah!  while  the  Pandava  and  Caurniiih  were  gallWmg 
together  the  earth,  and  in  arms  opposing  each  other,  Dhriitarashtrah  spoke  with  Sanjaya  :  O  Sanjaya, 
said  he,  they  are  prepared  to  battle  disregarding  the  advice  which  your  Great  King,2  Crushnah  gave; 
will  this  soon  end  ?  will  he  be  able  to  overcome  by  himself  the  Pandavah  whom  Crushnah  assists  ?3 

While  he  thus  spoke  Veda  Vyasah  came,  and  due  reverence  being  given  to  him,  and  he  being 
seated  on  a  Golden  Throne,  the  King  joining  together  his  hands,  requested  information  respecting  the 
War  between  his  relations,  when  thus  Veda  Vyasah  answered—"  Because  the  time  of  destruction 
approaches  to  your  people,  they  have  made  vrar — do  not  be  grieved  on  this  account;  if  you  would  see 
the  war,  I  will  give  you  the  holy  eye  taken  from  the  hand  of  4Iswarah."  When  he  had  thus  said, 
Dhriitarashtrah  replied  "  0  God,  the  war  which  these  kinsfolks  gathered  together  make,  I  do  not  de- 
sire to  see,  because  I  account  it  a  great  sin  ;  but  I  request  I  may  hear  the  circumstances  of  the  war." 
When  he  asked  this  favor,  Vyasah  answered — "  Thou  Sanjaya,5  daily  beholding  the  battle,  shalt  relate 
the  affairs  of  it  to  the  King.  To  thee  a  far  seeing  eye  and  to  hear  things  spoken  afar  off  I  have  prayed 
to  have  the  power  of  granting.  I  have  favored  thee  with  a  knowledge  of  their  discourse  ;  their  hearts  ; 
their  secrets  ;  what  they  speak  of  among  themselves  ;  the  affairs  carrying  on  by  either  party  night 
and  day,  and  likewise  their  numbers.  I  have  endowed  thee  with  such  virtue  that,  though  thou 
remainest  in  the  midst  of  the  combat,  the  weapons  shall  not  light  on  thee.  By  these  endowments  thou 
mayest  hear  the  conversation  of  the  Devas  assembled  in  the  air  to  behold  the  battle:  afterwards  thou 
wilt  give  an  account  of  the  battle  to  the  King."  Thus  said  Veda  Vyasah,  and  disappeared  from  their 
sight. 

1  The  series  of  Narrators  of  the  B.liaradam  and  ether  Indian  works  regularly  communicating  with  each  other  as  the 
Jars  in  an  Electric  Mattery,  is  here  observable — to  convey  an  intelligible  idea  of  it  one  must  have  recourse  to  something 
similar  to  Algebraic  signs — At  these  the  positive  sign-  be  narration,  and  tlie  negative  sign=Attentinn,  and  the  scheme  of 
narration  in  the  present  book  will  be  as  follows  :  Sanjaya— Diiitarashtrah=Vyasah— Vaisampayanah— Sauiicas,  Riisliis 
and  Sitah==Jan»mijayah=Reader. 

2  Criishna  endeavoured  to  accommodate  matters,  and  the  PAndus  were  willing  to  come  to  terms  ;  as  were,  also,  the 
Elders  of  the  Curtis,    but  Duryod.lianah  and  his  immediate  relations,  refused  to  submit  to  any  decision  but  t'.iat  of  arms. 

1  The  Mahabaradam,  which  signifies  the  m.m-t  heavy,  is  so  called,  as  declined  in  the  Adi  Pun-am  or  first  book,  from 
Brahma  having  weighed  it  against  the  eighteen  Pnran.is,  a;ul  is  the  heavier. 

4  Dliriilarashtrah,  the  father  of  Daryod.hanali,  was  blind. 
*  Sanjayah  was  one  of  tlie  DbcipliM  of 
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Then  Dhrittarashtrah  said,  "  O  Sanjayah,  why  were  ever  sensible  and  relative  Kings  destroyed 
by  war  ?  Inform  me  of  the  origin,  the  changes,  and  quality  of  things  in  this  world."  Sanjayah 
answered,  "  who  am  I,  to  relate  to  thee,  the  wonders  of  this  earth.  Nevertheless  as  it  is  known  to  me, 
will  1  say,  attend — Kings  have  always  flourished  in  this  world,  therefore  the  world  is  great. 

The  five  principal  properties  of  the  Elements  which  constitute  the  Universe  are  Sound,  Tangi- 
bility, Form,  Taste,  and  Smell,  and  the  five  Elements  they  qualify,  are  the  Earth,  Water,  Fire,  Air 
and  j'Ether.  To  the /Ether  belongs  only  the  property  of  Sound.  To  the  Wind  or  Air,  Sound  and 
Tangibility.  To  to  the  Fire,  Sound,  Tangibility  and  Form.  To  the  Water,  Sound,  Tangibility,  Form 
and  Taste.  To  the  Earth  all  the  five,  but  more  especially  Smell. 

In  the  midst  of  the  Earth  is  the  Great  Mora,  which  is  ten  thousand  Yojamam  in  length  and 
breadth,  and  eighty-four  thousand  in  height,  and  southward  from  the  Great  Meru  is  the  Jambu  Tree, 
whose  fruit,  is  as  large  as  an  Elephant,  and  having  when  ripe  fallen  from  the  tree,  its  juice  runs  as  arivery 
under  the  name  of  Jambu  Nadi,  Gold  is  called  Jambunadum.  Those  who  have  drunk  of  this  juice 
never  know  old  age  or  sickness.  From  this  river  the  centrical  region  of  the  world  is  called  Jambude- 
vepam,  and  the  Salt  Sea  surrounds  this  region  as  a  ditch  surrounds  a  Fort. 

Hound  the  Great  Meru  are  the  following  six  mountains — Herracutab,  Neshatah,  Hemaviin, 
S-vetah,  Sungavan,  Nelatrih.  Meru  is  the  King  of  these  mountains,  and  round  the  foot  of  it  dwell  the 
Wuniah1  Kenarah ;  Kempurushah,  Gandanah ;  Sid,hah,  Vidyad,harah,  Garudah,  Ponagah,  and  also, 
the  eight  keepers  of  the  World.  Higher  up  the  Hill  than  these  dwell  Hrahma,  Devandra,  and  others  ; 
still  higher  ngain,  Vishnu  and  his  followers.  And  on  the  brow  with  the  Goddess  Gouri  in  the  Carnicara 
Vanam  is  Parameswarah'  enthroned.  There  are  besides  in  this  region  nine  Empires  (Yarsham) 
situated  as  follows.  The  names  of  four  of  these  Empires  differing  much  in  different  Authors,  I  *//«// 
omit  lhi>m  ;  the  five  remaining  are3  : — the  Empire  Bharatam  which  lies  on  this  side  the  mountain 
Hemavan,  on  the  other  side  of  the  mountain  Hemacutah  shines  the  Empire  Urih,  the  Kmpire  of 
Ketamalam  is  to  the  west  of  Meru,  beyond  the  Nila  (black)  mountains  lie  the  Swetah  (white)  mountains, 
and  beyond  those  the  mountain  Hemavan  ;  at  the  foot  of  this  mountain  extends  the  Empire  Airavatam, 
which  on  the  opposite  side  is  bounded  by  the  Sringa  mountains.  Between  the  countries  lying  North 
and  South  from  Meru  is  the  Empire  llavriittum;  these  are  the  five  most  considerable  Lmpi res. 
In  the  Empire4  Airavatam  beyond  which  is  the  mountain  Shringam,  the  Sun  'never  appears,  and 
the  inhabitants  are  miserable  :  they  have  no  light  but  from  the  Moon  and  Stars,  and  the  Demons 
abound  there;  they  shine  like  the  lotos;  their  colour  is  that  of  the  lotos;  the  form  of  their 

1   These  are  the  different  Tribes  of  the  Gods. 

!  The  Lord   of  Heaven  :  the  sami  as  Sivah— 3ami  is  one  of  the  nam?s  of  his  consort,  the  Goddess  Bavani. 

J   The  names  of  the  four  Empires  not  noticed  h;>re  are  Kanpurashah,  Heranyah,   Badraswah,  and  Curuh. 

*  [  have  omitted  th»  descriptions  which  follow  (be  other  Empires  except  Airavatam  ;  I  have  particularized  with  rei- 
peet  to  tliis  Empire  because  the  description  of  it  so  intimately  agrees  with  whit  the  Greeks  have  said  of  the  Cimmenams  : 
1  thall  contrast  two  lines  of  the  original  Sanscrit,  with,  two  from  the  Argonauts  of  Orpheus.  Tue  Greek  is— 

—  irttra  ct  Kt^/Liepotat 

—  olpa  n  juouroi 
"Aiyi/c  ajiipofloi  tim  n-upi^pouou  (/tXi'oiu. 

THE  SANSCRIT  is 

Varsham  Airavatam  nania— tasmach  Sengavata  piram 
No.  tatra  Surya  stapete — nacha  jevanli  Mdnavah. 

In  'he  Empire  named  Airavatam,  beyond  which  is  the  mountain  Sringam, 
The  sun  nerer  fx,  and  men  lire  no!  there. 

Add  the  Epitaph  "fiery  beamed'  to  the  sun  ™  1  the  last  tine  will  bea<.  p«rf>:ct  a  translation  of  the  Greek  **  of  tin-  Sanscrit. 
— Na  jivante  tnanavah.is  a  eurioa*  example  of  dialectic  v.iriitijti:  \.i  (naa— NJ)  is  English  and  Latin  uidnuk  mtn,  of 
which  Mauuvul  is  the  plural,  Ea^lish  only,  aaJ./ii;./i/e  (juouiit)  Latin. 
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countenances  is  the  form  of  the  lotos,  and  their  smell  is  the  smell  of  the  lotos  flower :  their  scent  is  never 
disagreeable,  but  always  pleasing ;  they  never  feed,  and  have  complete  command  over  all  their  senses  j 
they  originally  descended  from  Heaven,  and  are  without  sin  ;  the  term  fixed  for  their  life,  O  Lord  of  Men, 
is  thirty  thousand  years.  O  Chief  of  the  race  of  B,haratah  !  This  Earth,  the  footstool  of  God,  is  very 
sinful,  but  they  who  are  charitable  and  coestant  in  the  performance  of  their  respective  duties  shall  obtain 
felicity.  In  this  world  also,  there  are  riches,  vessels  of  gold,  carriages,  many  holy  rivers  as  the  Gunga, 
the  Yamuna,  and  the  Saraswati,  and  many  pagodas  besides  this  :  there  are  in  this  world  seven  sorts  of 
mountains,  and  this  world  produces  also  the  nine  species  of  precious  stones,  n<ime!y,  the  ruby,  the  diamond, 
the  greater  cat's  eye,  the  smaller  cat's  eye,  the  topaze,  thf;  emerald,  the  saphire,  the  pearl  and  the  coral, 
and  mines  of  different  metals  in  mountainous  situations,  gold,  silver,  copper,  iron,  and  lead.  In  the  four 
quarters  of  the  world,  Angah,  Lingah,Vangah,  Sind.huh,  are  many  kingdoms,  as  liabaram,  Carnatacam, 
Keratam,  Matsyam,  Panjalum  Pandyam,  £c.  &c.  Holy  Countries,  as  Cauchi,  Casi,  &c.  &c.  Eighteen 
Castes,  in  which  there  are  beautiful  women,  as  Bramanah,  Cshatryar,  Vaisya,  Sudra,  &c.  &c.,  for  the 
sake  of  these  things,  Kings  make  war,  forgetting  the  ties  of  kindred,  and  the  Conquerer  amongst  them 
governs  the  Earth.1 

Round  the  Jambu  durpam  is  the  salt  sea,  beyond  that  Peppala  durpam,  round  that  the  sea  of  liquid 
sugar,  beyond  that  the  Cusa  durpam,  round  that  the  sea  of  wine,  beyond  that  the  Craunchydurpara,  round 
that  the  sea  of  ghee,  beyond  that  Sak,ha  durpam,  round  that  the  fire  sea,  beyond  that  Salmali  durparn, 
round  that  the  sea  of  milk,  beyond  that  Surta  durpam,  here  are  the  seats  of  Vishnu,  the  preserver  of  all 
the  worlds,  round  rhat  the  fresh  water  sea,  beyond  this  the  Anantavanam,  where  dwells  Iswarah  with 
Gauri  invisible.  Thus  seven  regions  and  seven  seas  perfect  the  system  of  the  Universe.2  Kings  shall 
never  cease  to  delight  in  this  world  ;  thus  said  Sanjayah,  and  finished. 

Dhrlitarashtrah  having  heard  and  applauded  this  speech — do  thou,  said  he,  go  now  to  the  Camp  and 
as  soon  as  possible  return.  Accordingly  he  went  and  was  there  ten  days  during  the  battle  made  by 
B,hishma.  In  the  night  of  the  tenth  he  came  into  the  presence  of  Dhriitarashtrah,  and  falling  at  his  feet 
wept.  The  King  alarmed,  demanded  what  was  the  news  in  the  Camp?  He, rising  and  sitting  down, 
answered — thy  father3  B,hishma  fell  in  the  battle.  On  hearing  these  words,  Dhriitarashtrah  fell  down  in 
a  swoon,  as  a  flying  mountain  falls  on  the  ground,  whose  wings  are  cut  by  the  diamond  weapon  of 
Devendrah  ;  recovering,  he  now  rolls  himself  in  the  dust,  now  remembering  B,hishma,  he  calls  him  with 
a  loud  voice  and  weeps — and  now  again  comforting  himself,  he  addresses  Sanjayah — Oh  Sanjayah,  said 
he,  is  it  true  that  B,hishma  is  dead  ?  dost  thou  speak  with  recollection  and  truth  ?  My  father  was  brave, 
courageous,  bold,  and  valiant ;  by  whose  hand  did  he  die  ?  did  not  our  people  assist  him  ?  relate  to  me 
the  circumstances  of  the  war  between  the  two  parties  for  these  tan  days.  Sanjayah,  by  the  endowment 
of  Vyasah,  began  to  say — 

Hear,  O  King  !  having  taken  my  leave  and  departed  from  thy  presence,  when  I  came  that  same 
night  to  the  Camp,  thy  Son  was  upon  his  throne.  Having  prostrated  myself  I  stood  on  one  side  — 
then  thy  Son,  looking  on  the  surrounding  Kings— our  Father  B.hishma,  said  he,  has  firmly  resolved  by 
himself,  to  destroy  the  whole  of  the  Pandavah— be  only  careful  and  prevent  Sikhandih  from  fighting 
ngainst  him,  and  leave  the  rest  of  the  battle  to  B,hishma,  if  so  we  cannot  preserve  him,  then  shall 
the  Lion  fall  by  the  prowesg  of  the  Sheep.  In  the  safely  of  B,hishma  consists  our  future  prosperity. 
Having  spoken,  he  dismissed  the  several  Kings  to  their  homes  and  retired  to  his  closet.  On  the 

1  I  have  in  thi«  paragraph  omitted  a  great  deal,  particularly  a  long  lilt  of  the  namej  of  Kingdoms,  Hoi/  Countries, 
Hi  vers,  Casts.  &c. 

5  ThUis  the  Mythological,  or  Vedanta  iy«tem  of  the  world,  the  rational  or  Si dhanta  it  the  same  with  thePvthogorian, 
Copprnic'.n,  or  Newtonian. 

3  T !;••  following  is  .•»  Genealogical  Table  of  the  Family  of  the  B.haratah,  of  which  the  Caurarih  and  PancUrvah  were 
the  Inu  branches.— See  1'uge  4. 
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morning  of  tlie  following  day  B,hishma  having  performed  his  morning  devotions,  and  having  adorned 
himself  with  a  Necklace  of  Pearl,  the  Hreast  Jewel,  ihe  shoulder  Bracelet,  the  Crown  and  other  precious 
ornaments,  clothed  himself  in  silk  of  the  finest  texture,  and  being  armed  with  every  weapon  allowed  by 
the  Shastram.  ascended-  bis  chariot,  over  which  was  raised  his  banner,  and  en  the  fides  of  which  were 
borne  his  Ensigns,  and  his  colours.  Then  the  Eight  corners  of  the  World  seemed  abeut  to  crack  by  the 
thunder  of  thousands  of  Cavalry,  of  Elephants,  of  Cars,  of  the  chariots  of  the  commanders  and  of  the 
continually  resounding  kettle  drum?;  while  the  bards  praised  B,hishma  in  a  thousand  songs.  Hirn 
eleven  Aehuhini  of  Troops  followed  with  acclamations  in  which  joined  Drouah,  Crupah  and  the 
Heroes  of  the  whole  army,  and  which  were  re-echoed  by  Duryodanah,  his  brothers,  and  all  his  Generals, 
such  acclamations  the  Gods  themselves  never  received.  Borae  thus  in  triumph,  he  arrived  at  the  field 
of  battle,  ami,  looking  round  on  the  army,  O  kings,  said  he,  the  slaughter  of  this  day  will  be  great,  much 
better  will  it  be  to  die  fighting  ca  this  plain  than  dastardly  at  home— your  reward  hereafter  will  be 
greater  than  for  a  thousand  Aswamadams,  fight,  ye  then  without  fear.  Have  not  yon  seen  that  the  Carnah, 
who  till  this  time  was  on  our  side  is  now  as  a  stranger?  now  eav.h  distribute  your  forces  in  the  left,  and  right 
wings.  Agreeably  to  his  orders,  the  chiefs  retired  to  their  posts,  B,hishma  then  thus  addressed 
the  King.  Did  I  not  tell  you  1  would  slay  a  thousand  crowned  charioteer*  in  a  day?  iy>w  then  shall 
thou  behold  the  fulfilment  of  my  promise.  Afterwards  P.hishma  and  Dronah  fixed  the  stations  of  the 
several  bodies  of  Troops  and  drew  up  the  whole  in  a  line  facing  the  west.  B,hishma  placed  himself 
at  their  head  and  appeared  like  the  newly  risen  sun,  *  0:1  his  right  and  on  his  left  hand  were  Crupah, 
Aswadhama,  Crutavarma,  Solyah,  Barahlicah  and  Bhuresravah  ;  in  the  midst  the  King  and  his  brothers, 
before  whom  were  three  Kings  with  the  Body  Guard  ;  in  their  proper  places  were  the  regular  battalions, 
the  Archers  and  their  several  commanders.  Thus  H.hishma  placed  the  battle-  in  army,  in  the  order 
called  2  Mncara  Yeguham,  even  the  Dcvas  seeing  this  formidable  appearance  were  terrified. 

Before  this,  I.),harma  Rajah  with  war-like  music,  with  the- sound  of  the  kettle  drrrn,  with  his 
heroes;  with  seven  Achohini  nf  troops,  came  aloft  in  his  chariot  with,  his  brothers,  all  of  excellent  beauty, 
beneath  their  respective  banners  and-  will*  the  Drapadih  Veratah,  and  his  other  kinsmen,  all  command- 
ing armies  of  chosen  warriors,  and  led  his  battle  over  the  plain,  like  the  eastern  Ocean  rollii)'* 
•gainst  the  western.  D,harma  Rajah  having  had  good  omen?,  and  foreseeing  the  success  of  his  arms, 
rejoiced,  and  thus  addressed  his  commanders  around  him. — Brave  friends,  this  battle  either  brings  us  to 
the  feet  of  Devendrah  or  places  us  on  his  throne.  Be  not  dismayed  at  the  superior  forces  of  our 
enemy;  for  with  us  is  the  all-sufficient.  Oushhah — fight,  therefore,  as  men  resolved  to  conquer — fight 
with  assurance  of  success:  this  thoy  promised  and  reiired  to  their  several  stations. — After  their  depar- 
ture, D,harma  Rajah  turned  to  Arjunah  and  said,  seest  thou  not,  O  brother,  how  B,hishma  has  drawn 
out  his  army  in  the  order  of  Macarg  Veguham ;  much,  alas,  I  fear,  our  powers  are  not  sufficient  to 
conquer  him.  To  him  Arjunah,  boastingly — what,  my  brother  !  what  is  all  this  mighty  host  ?  W  hat  is 
the  B.hishma  himself  opposed  to  the  dreadful  fury  of  fire,  opposed  to  the  destructive  power  of  these 
Kockets,3  struck  by  these  he  will  fall  lifeless  on  the  plain,  soon  shall  thou  witness  his  destruction. 
Tl.us  he  said,  encouraging  him,  and  commanded  Drushtadyumnah  to  form  the  forces  for  battle. 
The  hero  obeyed,  and  drew  them  up  in  the  order  of  Vajra*  Veguham.  Then  the  mighty 
Arjunah  appointed  his  commanders  to  their  several  stations,  in  the  front  he  placed  the  sons  of 

1   "  Newly  risen"  because  lie  ("food  in  the  East,  the  Arm/  pointing  the  West. 

*   Muciru  is  ili:  SflorJf.i!i,   in  which   form  the  Annv  was  drawn  up  :  thus  in  former  davs.     We  admitted  Fetes  du 
Pore  »ml  oilier  fantastic  figures  into  our  Tactics. 
»   Fire  Rocket*,  peiliaps  Fire  Arms. 

The  lightning-  array  :  formed  perhaps  in  tli«   manner,   like  the  fulled  lightning.    This  is  conjectured  as  Veguhun-. 
signifies  also,  a  Diamond. 
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Dropada,  \i'is  brother  Naculah,  Sahrulevah,  and  his  son  the  brave  Abimanyuh,  on  his  right 
hand  Bhimah,  and  to  the  South'  and  North  the  chiefs  Chaketanah  and  the  Alatsya,  and  the 
Pungala  Rajas,  while  in  the  most  advantageous  place  he  stationed  the  Elephants,  far  resounding 
with  the  noise  of  bells.  Thus  while  prepared,  the  hero  waited  for  the  foe,  he  heard  with  joy 
the  pleasing  omens  of  future  success  in  the  acclamations  of  thousands. whom  his  bounty  had  clr: 
fed,  and  enriched.  Sekhindi  stood  opposed  to  B,hishma,  and  the  mighty  Vajra  Veguham  to  the  battle  of 
the  enemy  like  a  rock  against  the  waves  of  the  great  Sea.  Kvcn  Adisoshah  could  scarcely  bear  the 
weight  of  these  contending  armies,  iu  either  of  which  there  were  no  children  or  old  men,  but  ail 
were  valiant  and  able  soldiers. 

Thus  said  Sanjayah  and  paused.  Dhriitarashtrah  being  alarmed  and  surprised,  desired  him  to 
proceed.  Sanjayah  continued — hear,  0  King  !  the  chariot  of  the  world  preserving  Criishnah  and 
Arjunah,  celestially  shining  and  adorned  by  their  golden  banner,  appeared  in  the  eyes  of  our  people 
like  the  brilliant  fire-fly,  and  by  the  sound  of  the  ehank  blown  by  Criishnah,  the  army  of  the- 
Pandavah  hearing  it  were  greatly  rejoiced  and  confirmed,  the  army  of  the  Cauravah  terrified  and 
dismayed ;  then  on  the  army  of  the  Gurus  there  rained  a  shower  of  blood,  a  whirlwind  arising  blue 
against,  them,  the  stars  fell  fiery  from  their  orbits,  and  many  other  adverse  omens  appeared.  The 
Guru  Bjhishma,  Ashwadamah  and  Crupah  beholding  these  things  foresaw  too  surely  that  success  was 
not  for  them.  When  thy  Sons  saw  these  bad  omens  altho'  they  feared,  they  sounded  their  chanks,  as 
if  they  feared  not,  and  commanded  the  five  tunes  of  War  to  be  played,  and  now  as  the  Guru  B,hishma 
and  Grupah  led  their  armies  on  to  battle,  they  wished  success  to  the  Paiidardh.  When  the  two  armies 
first  arose  to  battle  they  made  an  agreement  that  when  speaking,  one  should  not  speak  ill  of  another ; 
when  falling  in  combat,  when  laying  down  their  arms,  when  they  who  fled,  loosed  their  hair,  they  who 
feared,  they  who  fainted,  they  who  were  unarmed,  they  who  demanded  quarter,  they  who  took  refuge 
on  a  white  ants  hill,  they  who  bit  the  grass,  they  who  ascended  a  tree ;  all  these  though  they  met  as 
enemies,  they  had  made  a  compact  not  to  slay. 

While  these  two  valiant  armies  were  thus  spread  abroad  like  an  extended  wilderness,  the 
D'harma  llajah  himself  taking  off  the  shoes  he  wore  and  placing  his  arms  in  his  chariot,  descended  to 
the  Earth,  and  saluting  B,hishma2  with  joined  hands  advanced  towards  the  army  of  the  Gurus.  Seeing 
this,  his  brothers  Criishnah,  Sutyaki  the  Pungala  Raja  and  his  other  kinsfolks,  all  descending-  from 
their  chariots,  followed  him,  and  said — we  being  all  here,  why  dost  thou  go  alone  ?  Why  leavest 
thou  thy  army  drawn  up  in  array,  like  a  negligent  man  for  the  enemy  to  deride  us?  Then  Griishnah  ; 
knowing  his  heart,  smiling  said,  why  do  ye  fear  ?—D,harma  Rajah  goes  to  salute  B,hishma  and 
the  others,  and  to  ask  permission  to  begin  the  battle.  They  were  satisfied,  and  looked  on.  Criishnah, 
Arjunah  and  his  brothers  followed  after,  and  paying  their  respects  to  B,hishma,  Oh  grandfather,  said 
they,  after  having  thus  suffered  trouble  in  the  wood  shall  we  die,  or  shall  we  obtain  the  Kingdom, 
if  we  stand  forth  to  battle?  It  is  fourteen  years  since  we  last  saw  thee,  to  hear  thee  speak  audio 
see  thy  face  has  been  our  greatest  wish — for  this  are  we  come,  advise  us  what  to  do.  B,hishma  being 
unwilling  to  answer  was  silent.  Then  D,harma  llajah  said,  this  is  no  &.r.e  to  be  silent,  I  have  come  to 
obtain  permission  to  enter  into  battle  against  thee— bless  me  that  I  may  succeed,  and  permit  me  to 
depart — B,hishma  said,  O  D,harma  Rajah  !  If  thou  hadst  not  come  now,  I  should  have  cursed  thee  into 
ashes,  thou  hast  done  a  good  deed  in  coming :  after  thou  hast  gained  the  Victory  over  thy  enemies,  pre- 
serve our  family.  May  whatever  thou  desirest  succeed  without  imperfection  ;  ask  what  other  gift  thou 
yet  wantest,  and  that  I  can  bestow  upon  thee.  D,harma  Rajah  said — thou,  being  friendly  to  the 

1  The  armv  of  the  Panciavdh  must  hav-e  fronted  the  East,  as  that  of  the  Cauravah  faced  the  West. 

*   By   th«  foregoing  Genealogical  Table  he  was  grand  Nephew  uf  B.liislnmt,  the   meeting   of  great  great   Grand- 
fathers and  their  descendants  in  combat,  is  not  so  extraordinary  if  the  exteutoi'the  life  of  man   at  the    ./E.-a   of  the 
be  considered  two  thousand  veart. 
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Cauravali,  aliho'  thou  makest  war  with  us,  still  continue  to  think  well  of  us,  and  tell  me  by  what  mean* 
than  thyself  rnayest  bo  conquered.  13,hishma  smiling,  embraced  him,  wished  him  prosperity,  and  said, 
while:  my  weapon  is  in  my  hand  it  is  not  possible  even  for  the  Devus  to  overcome  me,  but  when  that 
is  gone,  I  may  be  slain.  But  this  is  not  the  time  for  these  things ;  at  some  future  time  I  will  tell  thee 
more  :  depart  in  peace.  The  King  acknowledged  his  kindness,  and  making  obeiscence,  departed,  and 
going  towards  Dronacharyah,  Cnipah,  and  Satyab,  having  reverentially  paid  his  respects,  said  to  them, 
I  am  come  to  obtain  permission  likewise  of  you  ;  having  received  their  blessing,  he  turned  to 
Dronacharyah,  and  spoke  to  him  as  he  had  done  to  B,hishma;  he  answered — I  would  not  lose  my  bow 
and  arrows,  for,  if  I  were  to  lose  them,  I  might  be  overcome;  thus  said  Crupah,  I  have  eternal  life  and 
am  deathless,  having  overcome  thy  enemies,  when  thou  governest  the  Kingdom  I  will  be  with  thee  : 
thus  Saivab,  when  I  drive  the  Chariot  of  Carnah;'  I  will  confound  his  heart  that  ihou  mayest  overcome 
him.  The  King  having  heard  these  several  speeches,  rejoiced  and  returned  to  his  army. 

Meanwhile  Crvishnah,  as  if  he  had  only  come  to  view  the  scene  of  battle,  going  to  Carnah  said,  is 
it  not  true  that  thou  wilt  not  fight  against  the  Pandaviih  until  Bjhishrna  falls  ?  till  then  wilt  thou 
not  come  to  assist  Pandavah  and  light  against  the  Cauravah  ?  Carnah  Miiiliug,  shall  I  give  my  life, 
which  is  given  to  the  King  of  the  Gurus,  to  any  other  person?  I  will  not  fight  contrary  to  my  premise, 
nor  will  I  forsake  the  King.  Crushnah  said,  it  is  well,  and  returned  to  the  army  of  the  Pandaviih. 

Then  the  D,harma  Rajah  standing  in  the  midst,  between  the  two  armies,  and  looking  towards 
the  army  of  the  Cauravah,  said -whoever  among  you  in  this  army  thinks  to  preserve  hi.s  life,  even  now 
with  us  may  he  be  safe.  This  is  the  time  for  every  man  to  preserve  himself— I  will  look  upon  those  who 
shall  join  me  as  my  own.  Then  thy  son,  named  Yuyutshuh  led  his  forces  to  the  army  of  Panuav:',h, 
and  while  the  Cauravah  insulted  him,  paid  obeisance  to  the  D,harma  Ilajah.  The  King  rejoiced,  made 
him  many  presents,  seated  him  in  his  chariot,  clothed  him  in  a  suit  of  armour,  and  txul'.ingly  sounded 
his  chank.  Then  D,harma  Rajah  and  his  brothers,  having  every  one  of  them  ascended  their  chariots, 
stood  prepared  for  the  combat. 

2   The  Guru  Rajah  going  to  Dronacharyah  and  shewing  him  the  forces  of  the   Pandavah  said — the 
Vajra  Veghuam  formed  by  thy  Disciple    Driishtadyumnah  and  supported  by  Bhimah  Satyaki,  Veratah 
Drupadah  and  other  valiant  persons  is  very  strong;  with  us  is   thysel ,    Criipacharyah,    Asnadphtnah, 
Satyah  and  other  heroes :  ye  all  should  assist  B,hishma,  he  said — and  the  Gurus  promised  to  obey  his 
commands. 

R,hishma  sounded  his  Chank  and  every  one  of  the  whole  army  of  the  Cauravah  sounded  their 
Chanks,  the  sound  of  the  kettle  drum,  of  the  hautboy,  of  the  life,  of  the  tabor,  of  the  drum,  the  live 
species  of  martial  music;  the  sound  of  the  death  trumpets  whose  tone  is  the  voioa  oi'  a  Demon,  and  the 
sound  of  the  wheels  of  the  chariots,  and  the  quivering  noise  of  the  flags  over  tiiern,  the  clashing  of 
weapons,  the  twanging  of  bows,  the  horse  encouraging  exclamations  of  the  charioteers,  tho  sharp  tones 
of  the  cominually  vibrating  bells  in  the  ears  of  the  beautiful  elephants,  the  loud  crips  of  their  drivers,  the 
noise  of  the  galloping  of  horses  and  of  the  arms  of  their  riders,  the  cries  and  clashing  of  the  weapons  of 
the  infantry,  the  flapping  of  (he  banners  which  were  hoisted  over  the  chariots,  this  confused  intermixture 
of  various  sounds  produced  but  one  tremendous  clangour  as  a  thousand  different  coloured  threads  are 
woven  into  one  piece  of  cloth.  When  the  two  armies  opposed  each  other,  the  red  dust  and  bl.ick  ari ring 
darkened  the  air,  and  filled  all  the  world,  the  region  of  Brahma  cracked,  the  siars  full,  ihe  moon  and  the 

1    (  ,ln;  .li  is  the  elder  brother  of  the  Panders  :  the  reason  nhy  he  is  on  the  side  of  the  Gurus  is  toid  in  a  former  part 
of  tlii-  Puein. 

1    Here  brings  Will.ins'  tiandation  with  the  sp^i-cli  of  Duryocihanah  to  Dr6nac!lAryah  he  then  unaccountably  omits 
one  of  lli  rripfions  ever  worked  u;>  by  I'wt  (that  of  !lu  asjgrec-:i!ii>ii  of  sounds  piiur  tu  the  butt!.:)    and  ijiserts 

the  names  of  the  sever.il  thanks  blown  by  Cnishnab,  &c.   H'hiuh  I  have  left  out. 
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sun  were  shaken  from  their  orbits,  th  e  eight  corners  of  the  world  burst  asunder,  Adiscshah  who  supports 
the  earth  tottered,  the  seven  regions  of  the  universe  trembled. 

As  the  two  armie«,  thus  angrily  beholding  each  other,  advanced.  Arjnnah,  driving  his  chariot  into 
the  midst,  und  beholding  either  army,  addressed  the  transfigured  Olisbnah,  renowned  for  art  and  policy. 
O  Oiishnah,  after  having  slain  my  grandfather,  father,  uncle,  brethren  and  kinsfolk?,  my  elders,  preceptors 
and  friends,  1  could  not  eat  rice  soaked  in  their  blood.  Although  Duryodanah  be  a  sinful  man,  should 
\ve  slay  all  our  kindred  ?  I  am  not  capable  of  so  wicked  an  action.  Behold  my  body  trembles,  my  bow 
will  not  remain  in  my  hand,  my  bowels  yearn,  my  legs  cannot  support  me,  and  there  is  no  moisture  in  my 
mouth.  Having  thus  spoken  from  extreme  sorrow,  his  countenance  changed,  and  throwing  away  his  l>ow 
and  looking  with  compassion  on  the  two  armies,  he  exclaimed.  We  do  not.  want  the  kingdom  !  to  beg 
alms  would  be  more  pleasant  to  us  !  I  will  not  commit  so  great  a  sin  !  and  sinking  into  his  chariot 
exhausted  by  affliction,  exclaimed,  Oh  Criishnah  !  — the  holy  king  Crushnab,  looking  on  him  and  smiling, 
said,  how  has  this  devil  possessed  thee?  wise  men  do  not  talk  thus:  arise  — be  paused  and  continued. 

1   The  soul  is  immortal,  the  body  is  mortal,  what  is  man  ?  and  what  are  his  kinsfolks  1  as  leaving 
off  old  garments  we  clothe  ourselves  in  new,  so  the  body  corrupting  the  soul  does  not  die.     The  soul 
does  not  expire  and  is  natborn.     The  soul  is  notable  to  be  wounded  or  divided  by  weapons-*- knowing 
this  to  be  so,  why  dost  thou  grieve  ?  he  who  says  I  h.ivc  killed  another,  and  they  who  say,  another  has 
destroyed  us,  are  rot  wise;  I  am  he  who  destroys  men— I,  under  the  shape  of  man  entering  into  his 
body,  am  indeed  the  secret  cause  of  the  actions  of  men.     I  am  the  motive  of  pain,  pleasure,  and  inclination. 
He,  who  forsaking  this  inclination,  dissolves  with  pity  for  his  relations  are  abused.     Canst  thou  who  art 
a  king,  stand  by  without  fighting.     War  is  the  principal  duty  of  a  king.     If  thou  determines!  not  to  fight, 
but  thinkest  compassionately  and  charitably,  thou  art  but  partly  wise — thus  he,  and  afterward  Arjunah 
discoursed  in  many  words,  and  Criishnah  having  answered  all  his  questions,  shewed  him  the  form   of 
Yiswam2   and  gave  him  an  holy  eye — Arjunah    seeing  the  form    of  Viswam   with  innumerable  larg» 
teeth,  innumerable  bows  and  arrows,  innumerable  hands,  and  innumerable  faces  ;   the  glorious  flowers 
cf  his  tears  flowed  down  his  eyes  like  a  river,  and  many  times  reverentially  prostrating  himself  he  said, 
O  God  of  Gods,  0  favorer  of  thy  votaries  !   O  celestial  spirit !    O  thou  who  art  in  the  hearts  of  all  !   O 
preserver  of  the  universe !  O  Lord  of  faith  !  O  God  !   To   thy  holy  form  there  is  neither  beginning, 
middle,  nor  end,  within  thy  very  self  to  me  appear  all  the  worlds  and  seas  of  every  region,  all  the  Gods 
with  Indrah  at  their  head,  the  keepers  of  the  eight  corners  of  the  world,  and  all  the  Demons ;  within  thy 
breast  is  placed  the  great  Meru  and  the  other  mountains,  cf  which  it  is  chief;  on  thy  shoulders  are  the 
chank,  the  chackram,  the  bow,  the  plough,  the  club,  and  an  innumerable  number  of  other  arms.    Fronri 
thy  faces,  fire,  fiame,  and  smoke  arise  ;   between  the  clefts  of  thy  large  teeth  the  Curu  l?,hishma,  and  the 
Cauravah  with  whole  armies  of  others  appear  as  if  torn  to  pieces.     The  sun  and  moon  shine  as  thy  eyes, 
Ihou  art  the  original  cause  and  Lord  of  the  universe,    the  forms  of  Iswarah  and  Brahman  appear  in  thee, 
fearful  is  it  to  behold  thy  form.     Take  again,  1  beseech  thee,  thy  former  appearance,  and  preserve  me. 
He  said,  and  this  God,  Lord  of  the  world  said,  O  Arjunah  !  1  myself  am  the  destroyer,  I  will  takeaway 
the  life  of  all  these  souls,  there  is  no  need  to  kill  them — for  thy  sake  1  will  destroy,  for  thee  will  I  preserve, 
what  is  there  then  for  thee  to  do  ?  He  said,  Arjunah,  impressed  with  fear  reverentially  joining  his  hands, 
said,  0  form  of  Iswarah  !  O  God  of  faith  !  O  Chief  of  all !  O  immutable  and  eternal !  Lord  of  innumer- 
able worlds  !  Lord  of  the  whole  creation  !  O  God  !  not  knowing  thy  glory  I  have  jested  with  thee  and 
looked  on  thee  as  on  a  companion,  a  brother,  and  a  shepherd3 — forgiving  the  faults  which  I  have  committed, 

*    Here  properly  begins  the  Geti. 
»   Tlie  Universe. 

3  Ciiislmah  wa«  brought  up  among  the  shepherds  or  rather  cowherds,  »nd  therefore  though  born  a  Cshatrrab,  consi- 
dered he  belonged  to  that  Caste. 
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and  casting  on  me  eyes  of  mercy,  give  me  the  advice  which  is  proper  for  me.  He  said,  and  reverentially 
prostrating  himself,  stood  up.  Then  the  God  Criishnah,  who  ever  favors  his  votaries,  said,  O  Arjunah  ! 
Because  I  rejoiced  in  thee,  have  I  shewn  thee  this  form.  Even  by  saints  and  deities  themselves,  this 
form  has  never  been  beheld.  Thou  needest  not  hereafter  be  apprehensive,  leaving  then  thy  dullness 
ar.d  ceasing-  to  fear  do  as  I  before  told  thee.  The  God  of  Gods  ceased  speaking,  and  reassuming  his 
former  appearance,  continued— My  servants  may  approach  me.  Again  hear  another  secret,  forsaking 
all  connexions  and  all  animosities,  endeavour  to  obtain  my  favor  only  and  all  thy  sins  being  forgiven,  I 
will  preserve  thee.  Hereafter,  therefore,  do  not  fear.  This  secret,  thou  shouldst  not  disclose  to  those, 
who  do  not  worship  me.  Thus  Arjunah  heard  the  God  Stree  Criishnah,  Lord  of  heaven,  give  the 
eighteen  lectures  of  Upanishat,  and  forsaking  the  false  love  of  his  relations  resolved  to  fight  in  a  manner 
worthy  of  his  heroical  character.  Thus  this  secret  by  the  favor  of  Vydsah  I  heard,  and  B.hishma  being 
a  Curu  of  heavenly  race  also  heard  it.  Where  Crushnah  and  Arjunah  shall  be,  there  shall  also  be  the 
bow,  Lacshmi  and  Wealth — this  is  my  own  opinion. 

Sanjayah  paused  and  continued.  Then  one  of  thy  sons  spoke  to  the  king,  and  told  him  it  would  be 
more  for  his  honor  should  he  make'  the  first  attack.  The  king  issued  his  commands  and  his  brother 
prepared  the  army.  Then  B,hishma  going  into  the  front  placed  himself  at  the  head  of  the  army  and 
the  whole  line  was  in  motion:  on  the  other  side  B,himah  marched  at  the  head  of  the  army  of  the  Pan- 
davah and  to  terrify  the  army  roared  with  the  voice  of  a  Lion.  Thy  son  Duryodhanah  and  his  brethren 
opposed  themselves  to  fihemasenah,  who  was  supported  by  Naculah  Sahadivah,  Urushtadyumnah, 
Abimanyah,  the  sons  of  Dropadi  and  the  other  heroes  of  the  Pundavah :  either  army  were  astonished 
and  filled  with  admiration  while  they  beheld  their  combat.1  Now  the  adherents  of  both  the  kings  joined 
in  a  fierce  engagement,  and  the  dust  which  had  before  arisen  was  laid  by  the  blood  of  the  wounded. 
B,hishtna  himself  coming  forward  opposed  Arjuuah,  and  the  frequent  flight  of  their  arrows  was  like  the 
fall  of  the  heaviest  rain,  wonderful  to  behold. 

Satyaki  and  Crutavarmah  having  attacked  each  other  their  blood  streamed  down  as  if  they  had  put 
on  a  bloody2  Mask.  The  Kosala  Rajah  attacked  Abimanyah,  who  after  a  fierce  combat  wounded  his 
horse  with  four  arrows,  his  charioteer  with  one,  and  the  Kosala  Rajah  himself  in  the  breast  with  two. 
The  Kosala  Kajah  feeling  himself  wounded,  twanging  his  bow  with  great  fury,  prepared  an  arrow  and 
slew  the  charioteer  of  Abimanyah.  Abimanyah  beholding  this,  shouted  aloud  and  with  one  arrow  cut  off 
the  head  of  the  Kosala  Rajah's  charioteer ;  with  two  arrows  carried  away  his  banners  and  his  bow  ;  and 
with  one  fortunate  arrow,  by  taking  off  the  head  of  the  Kosala  Rajah,  he  sacrificed  him  to  the  God  of 

1  In  this  War  relalions  divided  against  relations,  and  friend   opposed  friend.  Satyaki  was  the  first  cousin  of  Crush- 
nab,  and  on  the  side  of  the  Pandavah,   Crutavarmah  was  the   Commander  of  the  forces  of  Criishnah,  or  the  Yadav  ah,  and 
leagued  with  the  Cauravah.  The  cause  of  this  was  that  at  the  commencement  of  the  war,  Duryodhanah  and   Arjunah   go- 
ing round  to  rt- quest  assistance  from  the  several  kings  of  India  arrived  together  at  the  Court  of  Criishnah  at  night,   while 
he  wns  asleep  in  the  open  place  before  his  palace.     Now  it  is  a  rule  among  the  Cshatriyas,  that  whoever  first  claims  tlieir 
assistance  shall  obtain  it.     Duryodhanah  arrived  the  first,  and  out  of  the  respect  for  his  rank,  the  attendants  placed  him  on 
an  drvated  throne  behind  the  couch  of  Crushnah  being  the  place  of  honor,  until  the  latter  should  awake  :  meanwhile  Arjunah 
arrive;!,  and,  as  Iiis  brows  were  not  dignified  with  the  royal  circle  he  was  allowed  to  take  bis  seat  at  the  feet  of  the  trans-figured 
Lord  of  ihe  Universe.    At  length  Stree  Criishnah  lifted  his  sacred  head  from  the  soft  pillow  of  slumber,  and  first  perceiving 
Arjnnab  at  his  feet,  addressed  him  with  the  voice  of  welcome,  he  then  turned  and  paid  his  respects  to  Duryodhanah  — Thus 
vas  fstaljli.-hed  two  claims  upon  him  by  the  rules  of  his  caMe,  of  Duryodhanah,  as  being  the  first  arrived, and  of  Arjunah  as 
being  the  first  perceived,  to  reconcile  circumstances,  therefore  he   thus  addressed  his  guests.      There  is,  said  he,  one  Aclio- 
hini  of  troops  of  mine  under  Crutnvarmah,  and  there  is  myself  Arjunah  if  it  please  his  Majesty  shall  chuse  whether  he  will 
be  assisted  by  rne  alone  or  by  my  troops,  and  the  armies  of  Duryoilhanah  shall  be  strengthened  by  my  troops  ormyself  as  he 
may  determine.     Duryodhanah  consented,  Arjunah  besought  the  assistance  of  Criishnah  alone,   and  the  king  with  great 
•alisf.ictiun  departed  will)  the  forces  of  the  Yaslavah. 

2  This  alludes  to  the  custom  of  Actors,  dressing  themselves  in  this  manner  to  represent  wounded  men. 
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War  and  exultingly  sounded  his  chank.  The  combat  between  B.himah  and  B,bishma  was  fearful  and 
wonderful  to  behold— Naculah  and  Dushasanah  having  shot  away  each  others  bows,  fiercely  joined  in 
close  combat,  Sahadevah  shewed  his  valour  by  killing  the  charioteer  and  the  horses  of  Durmukhah. 
D.harma  Kajah  beat  off  the  bow  of  Satyah  and  cast  his  arrows  likeheavy  rain  ;  Dronah  and  Drushtadyum- 
nan  fought  together  fiercely ;  Masuda  Sahadevah*  and  Burisravah  fought  together  for  a  long  time  :  the 
combat  between  Alambusah2  and  Ghatottiacha-h2  was  not  permitted  to  be  finished:  the  combat  between 
Sikhandih  and  Aswatliamah  was  very  severe;  Bagadattah  fought  with  Veratah;  Sagendcvah  attacked 
the  Dropadi  Rajah;  Vicarnah  Yudhamanyuh,  hrutarinah,  Chekitanah  Sacunih  Prudivindyah  engaged 
with  each  other  in  joint  combat;  Eravan  the  son  of  Arjunah  and  Sriitayah  fought  for  a  long  time,  till 
botli  their  chariots  were  broken ;  Vtndah  and  Cuntihojuh  fought  an  admirable  combat ;  Utrah.  and  thy  son 
Dirgabagah  fought  a  very  fearful  combat.  The  main  battle  of  either  army  now  joined  in  close  conflict  ; 
the  four  divisions  of  one  army  opposed  the  four  divisions  of  the  other,  and  the  cavalry,  the  elephants, 
the  chariots,  and  the  infantry  suffered  greatly,  and  the  warriors  of  one  army  fought  with  the  warriors 
of  the  other  without  respect  to  persons. 

Then  at  noon  thy  son  having  encouraged  B,hishma,  he  attacked  the  forces  commanded  by  the 
Punjala  Hajah,  the  Matsya  Rajah,  the  KcVaiya  Rajah,  the  Pandya  Rajah,  and  other  Pandu  Chiefs,  and 
made  a  great  slaughter;  the  whole  army  of  the  Pandavah  being  some  wounded  in  the  head,  some  having 
their  bows  beat  down,  some  their  arms  broken,  and  others  again  bleeding  from  wounds  which  covered 
tht-ir  whole  body  were  thrown  into  confusion  :  then  Abimanyah  shouting  aloud,  having  wounded  many 
of  the  charioteers, broken  the  chariots,  and  cut  down  the  banners  of  Satyah,  Crutavarmah,  Durmukhah  and 
other  persons,  alarmed  B,hishma  by  shooting  at  him  nine  arrows,  which  belong  to  the  Devas  themselves, 
praised  him.  B,hishma  beholding  Abimanyah,  ?aid,  this  is  a  son  more  valiant  than  his  father,  how  can  I 
kill  him  ?  he  is  a  young  child  and  I  am  old,  though  I  should  die  by  his  hand  1  nevertheless  wish  that  he 
may  possess  the  kingdom3 — thinking  this  in  his  heart  he  left  his  chariot,  but  again  considering  that  it  was 
not  right  to  forsake  the  battle  by  six  arrows  he  beat  down  the  charioteer  and  the  banners  of  Abinianvah  ; 
but  though  so  valiant  a  soldier  as  B,nisbma  with  arrows  four  wounded  his  horses,  beat  down  his  bow 
with  one,  and  wounded  B,hishma  with  ten.  The  armies  of  the  Guru  beholding  this  were  ashamed; 
B,himah  shouting  like  a  lion,  took  Abimanyah  into  his  chariot,  and  entering  the  army  of  the  Cura  with 
his  circular  arrows  cut  the  chariots  and  horses  in  pieces,  seizing  the  elephants  he  dashed  them  to  atoms> 
and  scattered  around  their  bleeding  limbs,  and  the  infantry  also  he  cut  to  pieces,  whilst  he  was  making 
this  slaughter,  as  B,hishma  roaring  like  a  lion  drove  his  chariot  against  Abimanyah.  B,himah  attacked  him 

1  Not  the  Pinduh  of  that  name. 

*  These  are  giants,  the  former  attached  to  the  Cauravafc,  the  latter  the  !-on  nf  the  elder  of  the  Pindus,  B.himah,  bv  the 
giantess  Hid imbi.     After  the  escape  of  the  five  brothers  and  their  m.ilher  Cunii  frum  I  lie  Waxen  Palace   in  wlik-li  tlicv  had 
been  confined  by  Buryodhanah  with  the  intention  of  destroying  them,  they  arrived  at  lire  forest,  Hidimba  Vanam,  iu  which 
dnek  the  giant  Hidimbah,  and  his  sister  Hidimbi.     The  brothers  dispatched  B.himah  in  search  of  watur,    and  being  over, 
come  with  fatigue  fell  asleep;  B.himah  also,  having  discovered  a  fountain,  slumbered  on  its  banks.     The  giant  Bidimbah, 
sitting-  in  the  shades  of  the  forest,  at  the  entrance  of  his  cave,  with  his  sister,   smelt  the  scent  of  human   flesh   afar  off  and 
sent  her  to  bring  him  the  mortal,  who  had  strayed  within  thecontines  of  the   wood,  that  he  might  dr vour  him.     She  found 
B.himah  reclined  by  the  side  of  the  fountain,  but,  instead  of  fulfilling  th«  cruel  commands  of  her  brother,   she  was  fascinated 
by  the  beauty  of  his  countenance  and  the  robust  elegance  of   his  limbs,  and  courted  him  to  her  embraces.     Her  brother, 
impatient  of  her  delay,  followed,  and  overhearing  her   discourse,  would   have  slain  her,   but  was   prevented  by    B.himah, 
between  whom  and  the  giant,  who,  as  well  as  himself,  was  unarmed,   commenced  a  dreadful  combat— the  noise  awoke  the 
Pandus,  they  hastened  to  the  spot,  and  the  bow  of  Arjunah   was  bent  to  assist  his  brother,  but  B.himah  would  not  permit 
him  to  interfere,  and  at  length  killed  the  giant  by  twisting  his  neck.     Cunti  after  much  entreaty  consented  to  the  marriagt 
of  the  giantess  and  B,himah,  on  condition  that  they  cohabited  no  longer  than  the  birth  of  a  child.     Ghalottiachah   was    born 
at  the  end  of  *ta  months,  in  size  and  appearance  the  same  ai  ayeuth  of  Jifteeti,  he  was  slain   ina  night  attack,  in  the  camp 
of  the  Cauravah,  by  the  magic  spear  of  Carnal). 

•  And  hi»  Son  afterwards  did  posse»s  the  kingdom. 
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and  with  an  arrow  out  away  one  of  his  banners,  and  CrutavartTrih,  S.ityah  and  others  who  came  to  B,hishma 
being  wounded  by  the  hand  of  B,himah,  retired;   then  Satyaki,1  Veratah,  the  Kekayah,  and  the  sons  of 
Dropadi2  all  attacked  B,hishma. 

Utrah  seated  on  an  elephant  under  a  canopy  attacked  Satyah  and  threw  at  him  a  number  of  arrows, 
Satyah  warded  them  off,  and  aiming  st  the  body  of  Utrah  threw  four  arrows  and  wounded  his  elephant, — 
Then  Utrah  greatly  enraged  drove  his  elephant  against  him,  and  by  the  elephant  his  chariot  was  beaten 
down  to  the  ground.  Satyah,  his  eyes  darting  fire,  taking  a  spear  threw  it  at  Utrah,  \rho  turned  it  aside  by 
a  cutting  arrow  wrth  »  crescent  bead,  and  wounded  Satyah  with  the  iron,  which  drives  the  elephant; 
Satyah  drawing  his  sword  from  its  scabbard  covered  himself  with  his  shield,  and  like  a  flash  of  lightning 
darted  on  the  back  of  the  elephant  cut  off  his  proboscis,  wounded  Utrah  and  threw  him  headlong  to  the 
ground.  San-kali  tho  elder  brother  of  Utrah  seeing  this  was  greatly  enraged,  and  attacked  Satyah,  then 
Satyah  having  ascended  another  chariot  opposed  him,  and  thare  commenced  between  them  a  most 
dreadful  combat — Sankah  having  killed  the  horses  of  batyah,  having  slain  his  charioteer,  having  cut 
away  his  banners,  and  his  bow?,  having  divided  his  chariot,  and  broken  the  spokes  of  his  wheels,  wounded 
Satyah  himself,  left  him  unarmed  on  the  ground,  and -shouted  exultingly  with  the  voice  of  a  Lion3 — • 
then  B,hishma  coming  to  the  assistance  of  Satyah  threw  all  the  army  of  Sankah  into  confusion,.  Arjunah 
attacked  B,iiishma  and  the  king  perceiving  it,  ordered  his  lorces  to  go  to  the  assistance  of  B,hishma  and 
attack  Arjunah.  D,harma  Rajah  on  beholding  this  encouraged  his  army,  and  ordered  them  to  attack. 
15,hishma.  and  the  two  armies  again  joined  in  close  combat— Now  the  sun  declined  towards  the  west — • 
the  forces  of  Sankhah  and  B,hishma  overwhelmed  Arjunah  with  a  number  of  arrows  and  made  a  great 
slaughter  among  the  troops  of  the  Matsyah  and  Punjala  Rajahs.  Then  the  whole  army  of  Pandavah 
not  being  able  to  bear  the  fury  of  his  assault,  were  thrown  into  irretrievable  confusion,  and  their  ranks 
•without  regard  to  order  fell  on  each  other ;  the  sun  went  down  as  if  from  envy  of  the  glory  of  B,hishma  ; 
the  faces  of  Pandavah  fell  as  the  face  of  the  lotos  flower  at  this  time  (evening.)  and  the  eyes  of  the 
Cauravah,  opening  like  the  buds  of  the  night4  waterlilly,  shone  with  pleasure-  Quitting  the  combat,  the 
two  armies  retreated  to  their  several  camps  when  they  made  great  preparations  for  the  morrow's  fight. 
That  night  D,harma  R;>jah  went  with  his  brothers  into  the  presence  of  Crlishnah,  and  said,  O  Dumodarah, 
O  God !  B,hishma  raging  anl  flaming  like  fire,  crushes  all  our  armies :  I  resolved  on  war  without 
reflection ;  if  even  the  keepers  of  the  eight  corners  of  the  world  were  to  fight  with  B,hishma  they  would  . 
not  be  able  to  stand  against  him — I  depended  on  Arjunah,  but  even  him  he  discomfited  and  what  will 
P»  himah  alone  be  able  to  do — I  am  not  willing  vainly  to  sacrifice  the  kings  to  B,hishma,  who  amongst  us 
shall  die  or  who  shall  live,  1  know  not ,-  hot  to  those  who  survive,  what  sh;ime  will  it  be  to  see  him  exalting 
hi*  head-  the  inhabitants  ot  all  the  worlds  will  deride  ns  ;.  from  this  time  I  will  cease  from  war;  he 
said  and  Criishnah  answered — O  D,harma  Rajah!  why  art  ihou  thus  afflicted?  thy  brothers  are  able  to 
conquer  all  the  worlds :  what  is  this  B,hishma  before  them 't  placing  SLLandih*  before  him,  Arjunah  would 


»  There  are  five  brothers  who  io  the  B.haradam  are  generally   called  the  Kekayilh. 

»  Ttie  sous  of  Drupadi-  were  five,  sh*  wast  tlie  joint  wile  of  tlie  live  1'indu  brothers  and  bore  a  sea  to  each,  who  in  the 
B.biradaro  are  called  the  Draupadayah. 

3   Sal  yah  afterwards  kills  Sankah  in  another  part  of  the  poem. 

**  Tlie  Lotos  (Padmnni)  opens  in  the  morning  and  closes  at  niglit,  on  the  contrary  another  species  of  water-lilly 
(Nelotpalam)  opens  in  the  evening  and  close*  in  the  appearance  of  the  day— hence  this  simile  which  occurs  frequently  in 
the  B.liiiraclam,  and  in  ditfr  rent  places  in  different  copies,  such  is  the  natural  uncertainty  of  manuscripts. 

*'  Sikandih  wa*  born  a  woman  but  transformed  to  a  man,  that  as  »uch  he  might  slay  B.hisluna,  who  considering  that  the 
form  only  was  chano-ed  by  magic  power  and  not  the  nature,  had  declared  that  he  would  never  degrade  himself  and  the  Unee 
caste  by  u»ing  weapons  against  a  woman,  n«vjr  unless  Sikandih  has  no  reluctance- to  attack  an  unresisting  foe  nor  Criishnah 
to  iirg«"it,  nor  the  P.m-hx;-  to  use  him.  as  an  insttument  for  the  death  of  R.hishma.  a 

Kfirna  "<'i!"-.  ivooroo  knows  not  that  he  i*  yet  brother  of  the  Pandons  till  B.hishmi  reveals  it  to  him  when  mortally 
wounded  and  iayin.'  on  hi*  bed  the  points  of  arrows  sat  upright  on  the  ground-"  Ser  Sega." 
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be  able  to  slay  B,hishma,  thou  shall  see  that  from  to-morrow,  thy  affairs  shall  succeed— he  thus  ?pokc 
and  comforted  him.  D,harma  Rajah,  reverentially  saluting  Criishnah,  said,  the  weight  of  the  whole  is  on 
thee — so  saying  he  praised  General  Drushtadyumnah,  ordered  on  the  morrow  the  battle  to  be  drawn  up 
in  the  Crauneha'  Vegiiham,  shook  off  his  confusion  and  departed  to  his  tent.  Thus  this  book  was  related. 

May   the   assistance   of  the  Criishnah,   the  success   of  Ramah,   and  the   aid   of  Vinayacah   be 
with  us. 

END  OF  THE  FIRST  DAY'S  BATTLE. 
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